14 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - PAS
PM EXPRESSES REGRET OVER NI K AZI Z' S DEFENCE OF MOHAMAD SABU

PUTRAJAYA, July 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday expressed regret over PAS spiritual | eader Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat's defence of party | eader Mohamad Sabu whose action in hurling
abuses agai nst Umo nenbers i s agai nst the teachings of |slam

"I"mamazed that a person claimng to be an ul ama and a religi ous
| eader can condone the action of those who resort to underm ning others by
usi ng abusi ve and foul | anguage...|' mdisappoi nted.

"When (Si k Menber of Parlianment) Shahnon Ahnmed used foul | anguage, he
(N k Azi z) cane to his defence, when Mat Sabu uses abusi ve | anguage, he
cones to his defence...so what do you make out of this PAS | eader?" he said
after a cerenony to accord recognition for the successful staging of Le
Tour de Langkawi (LTdL) 2002 and the | aunchi ng of the LTdL 2003, here.

He was asked by reporters to coment on Nik Azi z's action in defending
Mbhamad Sabu, the Kual a Kedah Menmber of Parlianent, who has been resorting
t o underm ni ng Umo | eaders usi ng abusi ve | anguage.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president and Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chairman,
said that hurling abuses had been sancti oned by PAS | eaders t hensel ves to
gain votes in elections includinginthe Pendang parlianentary and Anak
Bukit state by-el ections.

He said that they had resorted to such actions nerely for politica
m | eage and not in protest agai nst what was said to be wongdoi ngs by Umo
| eaders agai nst PAS as all eged by Ni k Aziz.

"l do not know what wrongdoi ngs (Umo nenbers) have conmitted. .. point
out the wongdoings. |f he has been hurling abuses because of sonme negative
actions, what are they...why he is doing it?" he said.

"PAS does everything for political mnileage...nothing done by PASisn't
for the purpose of gaining votes," said Dr Mahathir

The prine nminister also said that it was strange that PAS had rai sed
the i ssue of the teaching of mathematics and science in schools in the
Engl i sh | anguage, clai ming that the nove woul d af fect the sovereignty of
bahasa Mel ayu.

PAS | eaders, he said, had previously stated that the special rights of
t he Mal ays woul d be abolished if the party were to cone to power.

"I do not know why PAS i s def endi ng bahasa Mel ayu, whereas PAS has
stated that if they were to cone to power, they'll abolish the speci al
rights of the Mal ays."

"(Acting PAS president Datuk Seri) Hadi (Awang) hinself said that if
the party were to cone to power, it will abloish the special rights of the
Mal ays, " he said.

Asked to comment on the action by PAS nenbers to obstruct Umo Youth
and Puteri Umo nmenbers fromconducting their canpaign in the Pendang
parlianmentary and Anak Bukit state by-elections, Dr Mahathir said: "That is
for the people to judge. If the people were to lend their support to those
who do rotten things, then rottenness is what we get."

On the chances of the BN westing the Pendang parlianmentary and Anak
Bukit state seats fromPAS, Dr Mahathir said that the BN stands a good
chance but nmenbers of all the conmponent parties nust work harder

- - BERNANA

AKT ZS RM



	PM EXPRESSES REGRET OVER NIK AZIZ'S DEFENCE OF MOHAMAD SABU (Bernama 14/07/2002)

