22 APR 2002
Mahat hi r- Opportunity
PM SAYS BALL IS NOWI N PRI VATE SECTOR S COURT

SEPANG, April 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday
descri bed his week-long trip to Mdrrocco, Libya and Bahrain as "very good"
as it has managed to ensure support for possible econonic and trade
I i nkages between Mal aysi a and these countri es.

Speaking to reporters upon his return at the KL International Airport
(KLI'A), here, the prime mnister said the three Arab countries presented
good potential for Ml aysian investors, traders and contractors.

"We have opened the doors, established the contact with the governnents
and we have ensured their support. So it is up to the private sector nowto
work hard," he said.

He said that throughout the visit, the question that was constantly
asked was how Mal aysi a changed frombei ng an agricul tural econony to an
i ndustrialised one.

"They wanted to know how and we tried to explain. And | think they wll
be visiting us to find out nore," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Li byan | eader Muammar Gaddafi showed particul ar
i nterest in|earning about Mal aysi a's devel opnent.

"Gaddafi nmet ne three tinmes and literally grilled nme in every aspect of
t he Mal aysi an econony," he said, noting that he also | earned a few things
whi | e abroad, includi ng wat er nanagenent in Li bya.

The prime mnister said the Palestine-Israel conflict was brought up in
all the three countries as Rabat, Tripoli and Mananma expressed anger with
I srael and di sappoi ntnent over the attitude of the United States (US) in
its support for the Jew sh regine

"Because it's clear that (the US) supports Israel although in (the
ref ugee canps i n) Jenin hundreds have been killed, clearly by Israel
forces including those who denol i shed the houses with the occupants still
i nsi de, "he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was an extraordi nary and i nhumane act of terrorism
conmtted by a party that had previously appeal ed for worl d synpat hy
because they were being killed by the Nazis.

"But nowthey comrit even worse atrocities. Sone people call (Israeli
Prime Mnister Ariel) Sharon a man of peace. If he is a man of peace, then
al | suicide bonbers are al so nen of peace," he said.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said the Jewi sh | obby in the US was very
powerful due to their unity and as such, was able to determ ne the wi nner
of an el ection.

In contrast, the Muslins there were disunited and never acted together,
he said.

"As a result, they cannot determ ne who wins the election but the Jews
can. It islike in Malaysia. In a Malay constituency, the mnority Chi nese
det erm ne who wi ns because the Mal ays are split into two.

"I'n a Chinese constituency, the Mal ays det erni ne whi ch Chi nese party
will w n because the Chinese are also divided into two," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked about the appoi ntmrent of the new Umo
i nformation chief, a post vacated by Datuk Must apa Mohaned.

He said the matter woul d be | ooked into at the next Umo suprene
counci | neeting.
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