09/ 01/ 2002
PM shocked at extent of nudslide damage, pronises help

Dan Guen Chin; Shahrum Sayut hi

JOHOR BARU, Tues. - The Prine Mnister, expressing shock at the extent of
t he danage caused by the nmudslide in Gunung Pul ai, said both the State and
Federal Governnments will provide assistance to the victins.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad also told the State Government to take
all necessary neasures to prevent a recurrence.

He spent al nost an hour at Kampung Seri Qunung Pul ai near Pontian where
five people were killed when a nudslide swept away four houses on Dec 27.

Dr Mahathir said the situation was worse than he thought. "The nedia and
other reports did not give an accurate picture of the situation. I am
actually quite surprised to see the devastation |left behind."

Dr Mahathir attended a briefing on the recent floods by State Secretary
Dat uk Ayub Mon at the Pulai Spring Resort. He had taken a hal f-hour
aerial tour of the affected area in an arny helicopter earlier

Dr Mahathir said the authorities al so needed, fromnow on, to nmake sure
all sewerage system and wat erways were clear of obstacles that could cause
a repeat of the devestating fl oods.

"I have never seen such a devastating flood as this in Ml aysia. Wat we
need to do nowis to clean up the area and make sure the waterways (are
cleared) to prevent this from happeni ng again.

"But the priority of the rehabilitation process in flood hit areas
shoul d be on | ending assi stance to the people who suffered property |oss."

Asked about the allocation to assist flood victins, Dr Mahathir said the
State Governnent had been providing the necessary help, especially to
t hose who needed i nmedi ate assi stance.

"Qur priority is the people. W need to provide assistance to those
faci ng probl ens; children who need cl ot hi ng and books.

"As it was in Pahang, we have given the necessary nonetary assi stance.
In fact, we have already approved additional allocation for this purpose.”

Earlier, during his visit to the village, Dr Mahathir spent about 45
m nutes touring the site of the nudslide, including trekking up nearby
hi gh ground for a better view of the place.

He was acconpanied by wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned Ali, Johor
Ment eri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Housing and Local Governnent
M ni ster Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting and State Exco nenbers.

Dr Mahathir |ater spent another half an hour with the survivors of the
tragedy and handed a personal contribution to them
news@st p. com ny
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