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PM SHOULD MEET POPE JOHN PAUL TO DI SCUSS | SSUES, SAYS | SA

SEREMBAN, May 26 (Bernama) -- Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohamed | sa Abdul Saned sai d today Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad shoul d use the opportunity of nmeeting the Head of the Roman
Cat hol i ¢ Church Pope John Paul to explainthe current situation affecting
I sl am

"There is nothing wong in having the neeting .. it fornms part of
dakwah as well. At least the Prime Mnister will be able to clarify that
Islamis not areligion of extremsmand terrorism"”

"Perhaps there are slight doubts in the political aspect and perhaps
there are groups out to exploit the opposition...but | believe the public
wi Il understand and we take pride that the Prine M nister has received such
aninvitation," he told the nedia after |aunchi ng the Negeri Senbil an
Mal aysi an | ndi an Musl i m Congress (KI MMA) Conventi on 2002 here.

Al so present was Kl MVA Presi dent Mohaned Hani fah Mohanmed Yusof f.

Pope John Paul had extended an invitation to the Prime Mnister to
visit Vatican City and to have di scussions wi th hi mnext nonth.

Mohaned | sa said there were not nany | eaders of the Islamc world who
were given the opportunity to neet with Pope John Paul and the Prinme
M ni ster shoul d take the opportunity to have di scussi ons that woul d benefit
the world comunity.

"“I'n ny opinion the neeting is an achi evenent for a | eader of the
Islamic world," he said.

In his speech at the |aunch of the convention, Mhamed |sa urged
| eaders at all | evels of the Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties to
continuously update on issues related to the governnent or those
hi ghl i ght ed by the opposition to enhance the people's confidence in the BN

"If the party do not clarify issues or are reluctant to explain certain
matters, | amconcerned that people will be confused and that woul d create
problems for us," he said.

The opposition woul d gather political nileage and t ake advant age of the
situation if the people were confused, he added.
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