28/ 07/ 2002
PM war ns of racial extrem sm (HL)

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today warned the
Chi nese community agai nst supporting racial extremsmas this may force
the Malays to turn to another form of extrem sm

This, the Prine Mnister and Barisan Nasional chairman said, would
eventually lead to trouble between the races.

He told the thousands of del egates, observers and MCA | eaders attending
the 49th MCA annual general assenbly at Dewan San Choon in Wsma MCA here
that the nation would experience racial riots if enmty between the races
was not addressed and instead all owed to grow

"What we fear is that due to the extrene behavi our of certain Chinese
groups now, the Malays may tend to support Malay extrem sts and Mal ay
political parties which are extrene.

"Confrontations will take place, escalating to riots, as in 1969. Mybe
the DAP will be unhappy with this statenment but if we ignore history, we
will be repeating the sane m stakes,” Dr Mahathir said, rem nding the
peopl e of the indelible black spot in Ml aysian history.

He warned that racial extremsmwthin a community would lead to simlar
sentiments anmong others, resulting eventually in a public display of
enmty.

"Extrem sm breeds extrem sm When one race has people who are extrene
and do not respect the feelings of other races, then the other races too
will indulge in extrem sm

"When one side expresses extremism this will draw nore extrene actions
fromthe other race. Escalation (of extremsm wll then take place ..
leading to a public display of enmty,"” Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
presi dent, said.

Acknowl edgi ng that at present, Ml ay extrem sts had managed to garner
support and inter-racial tol erance was waning, the Prime Mnister said the
Governnment was trying hard to enhance unity and inter-racial understandi ng
anong the younger generation as they were evidently drifting apart.

"But there are extrem st groups fromall races who are against the idea
of racial integration in Ml aysia. They want the younger generation to be
separated so that they do not interact at all. Even schools cannot be
cl ose to each ot her

"This is very dangerous for the nation. If we, the races of different
cultures, do not learn to |live together froma young age, then we cannot
possi bly achi eve harnony when we grow up. Inter-racial relations wll
beconme very weak and we can be easily antagoni sed.

"In other countries, this |leads to non-stop clashes and even war," he
sai d, adding that the Government's noble aimof wanting to keep students
of the various races closer had been politicised and negatively bl own out
of proportion.

"Unfortunately, the extrem sts have accused us of trying to eradicate
Chi nese schools and this has been politicised by the opposition, and at
times even by parties in the BNitself," he said, reiterating that the
Governnment had no intention and could not possibly close down Chinese
school s.

Al so present at the MCA assenbly were deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and ot her BN conponent party | eaders.

Earlier in his speech, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik paid
tribute to Dr Mahathir for his exenplary |eadership and vision which had



enabl ed the Chinese in Malaysia to live in peace and achi eve trenendous
economi ¢ success.

Speaking at a Press conference later, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment
woul d proceed with the Vision Schools concept to foster unity and raci al
under st andi ng anong the young. He said since national schools did not seem
to interest the other communities, especially the Chinese, Vision Schools
remai ned a good alternative to unite the younger generation

"During ny time, everybody was brought up together, Liong Sik, Pak Lah

(Abdul lah) ... we were brought up together. My nei ghbours were Chinese and
I ndi ans.
"In the university, | stayed in the sane roomw th a Chi nese student.

did not becone | ess Malay or less Miuslim nor did he becone |ess Chinese
just because we stayed in the same room But now the students cannot stay
in the same room

"We are not doing this (Vision schools) because of any one race, it is
for the good of Malaysia," he said, voicing concern over the racial rift
in society.

"You can go to different schools but at |east play together, have sone
i nteraction, then you can devel op close relations.™

Dr Mahathir said the unconprom sing stand and policies of the Ml ay and
Chi nese-based opposition parties could not pronote racial integration
what nore solve racial problens or tensions.

Asked about the seriousness of racial extremsmin the country, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I think it is getting worse anong the younger generation.”
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