10/ 06/ 2002
Seeking a formula with Singapore

Shahrum Sayut hi

JOHOR BARU, Sun. - The next round of negotiations between Ml aysia and
Singapore will try to find a formula that can avoid future disputes
bet ween t hem

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the Governnent was
al so optimstic about settling outstanding issues with the republic at the
negotiations in Kuala Lunmpur on July 1 and 2.

He said the two Governnents had exchanged their versions of formulae to
pre-enpt future disputes and woul d discuss a final draft in Kuala Lunpur.

"We are hopeful that an agreenment could be reached on a fornula to avoid
future controversies and maki ng our rel ations snoot her

"The negotiation will also concentrate on finding a total package to
settle all outstanding i ssues between the two countries,” he said after
attendi ng the Johor Umo Convention here today.

He said even if the negotiations did not result in a final settlenent,
there were good signs that both Governments woul d succeed in achieving it
at the following round of talks to be held at a | ater date.

The two countries had in Septenber agreed to conme up with a tota
package to settle outstanding issues follow ng a neeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad and Si ngapore Senior Mnister Lee
Kwan Yew i n Kual a Lunpur.

Asked about water supply to the republic by Johor, Syed Hanmid said the
matter would be included in the package based on proposals by both sides.
"I can't disclose for now the proposals which have been subnmitted (by
both sides) but there are indications that we can cone up with an

agreenment . "

He said the Johor Government had been consulted by Wsnma Putra during
the drafting of the proposal for the new price of water supplied to
Si ngapor e.

Si ngapore had in January proposed to buy raw water from Johor at 45 sen
per 1,000 gallons, but this had not been agreed upon by the Government.
The republic now pays three sen for the sane anmpunt.

Al so, the package will include the devel opnent of |and bel onging to
Ker et api Tanah Mal aysia Bhd in Singapore, the status of Malaysia's
Custons, Immgration and Quaranti ne check-point at Tanjung Pagar and the
use of Mal aysi an airspace by the Singapore Air Force.
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