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Ummo- Suppor t
UWNO YOUTH PLEDGES SOLI D SUPPORT FOR DR M

KUALA LUWPUR, June 23 (Bernanma) -- The Umo Youth today pl edged solid
support and loyalty to Prine M nister and Umo presi dent Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

Its vice-head Dat uk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir said the novenment wants Dr
Mahat hir to continue to be at the hel mto preserve stability in Umo and
the country.

Speaki ng at a press conference after chairing the novenent's meeting,
here, he said Umo Youth chief Datuk H shammudi n Tun Hussein was trying to
arrange for a neeting with Dr Mahathir to convey the youth wing's solid
support for his |eadership.

Dr Mahat hir shocked the nation yesterday when he suddenly announced hi s
resi gnation as Umo president and Bari san Nasional (BN) chairman as well as
fromall other party posts.

He | ater withdrew the decision when persuaded to by Umo suprene
counci | nenbers.

He nade the surprise announcenent at the end of his wi nding-up address
on the final day of the three-day 56th Umo General Assenbl at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre (PWC).

Dr Mahathir |eft for a week-1ong vacation to Europe this norning.

I n MELAKA, Chief Mnister and State Umo |i ai son head Dat uk Seri Mhd
Al'i Rustam expressed the State Umo's undivi ded support to Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p.

He sai d BN conponent parties in Mel aka al so pl edged their full support
for Dr Mahathir.

"Mel aka Umo held its energency neeting at 3amtoday. Al divisions
stated their undivided support and |l oyalty to Dr Mahathir's | eadership," he
told reporters.

He said State Umo | eaders woul d explain the matter to party nenbers at
the grassroots.

He urged the people to remain cal mand be pati ent and work hard to give
the confidence to Dr Mahathir to continue | eading the party and country.

"A thanksgiving function will be held at ny official residence "Seri
Bendahar a" on Tuesday night. All Umo nenbers will gather to express their
gratitude to Dr Mahathir for agreeing to retract his decision,"” he said.

Mohd Ali said the State BN woul d neet this evening to discuss the
matter.

On clainms by Pas and foreign media that Dr Mahathir's abrupt
announcenent was yet another drama, he said: "If we listen to the
opposition and the foreign nedia, whatever is done by Umo and t he
governnent is said to be a drana.

"What's inmportant is that the peopl e should not be carried away by such
clai nms but instead ensure Dr Mahathir continue to | ead the country which
needs his | eadership.

"Dr Mahathir is a respected | eader both |l ocally and i nternationally,
including fromworld super powers," he said.

Mohd Ali, who is al so 4B Youth President, said the novenent prayed that
Dr Mahathir woul d return to serve the party and country.

The Congress of Unions of Enpl oyees in the Public and Givil Services
(Cuepacs) today called on civil servants to give total support to Dr
Mahat hir' s | eader shi p.

Its President Datuk N. Siva Subranmani amappealed to Dr Mahathir to



consi der the people's feelings.

The peopl e had in unison urged Dr Mahathir to I ead the country, he told
reporters after openi ng the Mel aka branch of the National Union of the
Teachi ng Prof ession (NUTP) triennial conference in Mel aka.

He said Cuepacs woul d send a del egation to persuade Dr Mahathir to
continue as Prime Mnister on his return fromvacati on.

Si va Subramani am sai d Cuepacs woul d pass a notion supporting the
measur es taken by Dr Mahathir to further stinulate the country's economny
and i nprove the soci o-econoni ¢ status of Bumi puteras.

The Mel aka Cuepacs today passed an energency notion supporting Dr
Mahathir to continue as Prine Mnister.

Its Secretary Harry Tan Hock Huat said the notion received the
unani nous support of the 120 del egates attendi ng the neeting.

He said the notion woul d be tabl ed at the NUTP nati onal del egates
conference to be held in Terengganu i n Sept enber.

I n KOTA KI NABALU, political |eaders in Sabah expressed relief over Dr
Mahat hir's decision to retract his decision.

Uni t ed Pasoknmonogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (Upko) President
Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, who was shocked by Dr Mahat hir's announcenent,

t hanked the Prine M nister for having reconsidered his decisionto quit
fromall party posts.

"When Umo | eaders persuaded himto reconsider, | think the
responsibility tothe country pronpted hi mto wi t hdraw hi s deci sion," he
told reporters after opening the party's Gaya di vi si on neeti ng.

Dompok, who is also Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent, said
the country still needed Dr Mahathir's stewardship not only for devel oprent
but he had al so brought glory to Mal aysia at the i nternational arena.

He said it was i nappropriate for Dr Mahathir to resign now but when the
tinme cones, he should definitely prepare the country for it.

The Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) expressed support for Dr Mahathir to
continue to | ead the country.

Expressi ng extreme shock and di stress at the announcenent, SAPP said
the party strongly believed that only the fair | eadership, wi sdomand
strength of Dr Mahathir could steer the country in overcomning all
chal | enges, both internally and externally, being faced by the country.

"SAPP sincerely and unreservedly call on Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
to continue to | ead our people, the country and Bari san Nasional ," it said
in a statement.

I n KUCHI NG, the Sarawak BN conponent parties want Dr Mahathir to remain
as head of government.

Chief Mnister and Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB) president Tan
Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud said Dr Mahathir's decision to w thdraw his deci sion.

"“Al hanmdulillah (Al praise to God), Dr Mahathir can be convinced to
stay on and continue to lead us in the BN and render his services to the
nation," he said when commenting on the prinme nminister's shocking
announcenent .

He said he was surprised to hear his announcenent to quit but
everything was fine now

Tai b noted Dr Mahathir's | eadership had propelled the country to a high
| evel of devel oprent.

Sarawak National Party (SNAP) senior vice-president Datuk WIIiam Mawan
descri bed Dr Mahathir as a visionary and an exenpl ary | eader.

"Dr Mahathir is a dynam c | eader whomwe cannot allow himto go just
like that. Hs deep personal commitment whi ch was extraordi nary has seen
the country to what it is today," he said.

SNAP woul d pray for his good health and continue to gui de the nation at
this crucial nonment, said Mawan, who is also State M nister for Public



Heal t h and Environnent.

He said it was Dr Mahathir's exceptional | eadership qualities that had
hel ped t he country pull through the econonic crisis and the nation enjoying
greater soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent.

In PENANG the State Gerakan del egates conference passed an energency
nmoti on today, urging Dr Mahathir to continue serving the country to tackle
various chal | enges faced by the nation, bothinternally and externally.

The notion was tabl ed by Penang Gerakan chai rman and Chi ef M nister Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and was supported unani nously by 275 del egat es
attendi ng the neeting.

He said the party wished to express its high appreciation to the
i mrense contributions by Dr Mahathir in nation-building efforts.

In MUAR, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzir urged t he peopl e not to nmake specul ati ons over Dr Mahathir's
announcenent .

He said they should instead feel relief and thankful that Dr Mahathir
had agreed to continue to head Umo, the backbone of Barisan Nasional (BN).

"W're relieved now No need to nake any specul ations," he told
reporters after openi ng the Nasuha Her bs and Spi ces Museum the | ar gest
herbs nmuseumin Asia, and possibly in the world.

The nuseum on a seven-hectare site, is |located at the Muiar-Pagoh road,
near here.

Kadir said the people shoul d be grateful as it would be difficult to
i magi ne a "vacuunt’ if Dr Mahathir quit the post.

He said there was no reason for himto quit fromparty posts as he
recei ved 100 per cent support fromUmo and BN conponent parti es.
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