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Mahat hi r - VPs
UWNO VPs ACCEPT DR M S RESI GNATI ON, SUPPORT ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernanma) -- The three Umo vice-presidents said
today they abided by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s
decision to resign and supported Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi as his
chosen successor in governnent and the party.

They al so pl edged full support to Abdullah to take over the | eadership
of the governnent and party after October 2003.

The speci al suprene council meeting today di scussed Dr Mahathir's
decisionto relinquishall posts in the government and the party which
woul d be effective after the Organi sation of |slamc Conference (O Q)
Summit in Cctober next year.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob announced that Dr Mahathir
woul d quit fromall posts in the governnment and Umo i n Cct ober 2003.

Speaki ng at a nedi a conference after the suprenme council neeting, party
vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d he accepted and respected Dr
Mahat hir' s decision to give up the posts as the Prine M nister had given a
serious thought to it.

He said Dr Mahathir had nmade the decision on his own free will w thout
bei ng pressured by anyone and feeling slighted over anyt hi ng.

"Since he has made the decisionin all sincerity, | personally
respected his decision and hol d in high esteemwhat ever he has done al |
this while to turn Malaysia into a very successful nation

"I al so appreciate that, firstly, he has ensured a snoboth and orderly
transition and secondly, he has allayed uncertainties by nanming his
successor Abdul | ah (Ahrmad) Badawi as Prime M nister and party president.

"I personally support Abdullah to take over the posts and I'll give
full cooperation to him" he said.

Najib said he along with the other two vice-presidents and suprene
council nenbers at all |levels would see through Dr Mahathir's wishto
ensure the country and party continue to remain stable.

"It is ny personal wish to ensure the prevailing stability will be
mai nt ai ned and our country and party will continue to succeed in our
struggl es, " he said.

Anot her vice-president Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin al so expressed his full
support to the power transition plan announced.

"We need to acknow edge Dr Mahathir's i nmense contributions to the
country and party and respect his sacrifices. We shoul d al so respect his
deci sion and stand,"” he said.

He said the power transition proposed by Dr Mahathir provided relief
not only to Umo but also to all Ml aysians.

"The pl an saf eguarded the country's interests and does not affect the
continuity enjoyed all this while. | wished to give nmy endorsenment to Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi to take over the country's | eadership and this
will erase all doubts," he said.

Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamad Tai b, anot her vice-president, felt that
Mal aysi a had | ost an extraordinary | eader on his own accord.

He said the proposed transition was an accurate answer in a situation
like this as the continuity in the country's | eadershi p was guarant eed and
known to the people.

"This will put a stop to initial speculations and we promi se to
continue worki ng as usual to face new chal | enges," he sai d.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said the nmovenent



respect ed and abi ded by Dr Mahat hir's decision to resign fromgovernnent
and party posts.

"The support will be continued during the transition period. W al so
prom se to provi de undi vi ded support to Abdul | ah Badawi as Dr Mahathir's
successor, " he said.

Wanita Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said she really val ued Dr
Mahat hi r' s concern to consi der appeal s by suprenme council menbers and t he
people to retract his resignati on announced on Sat ur day.

Hi s concern was clear when Dr Mahathir said he placed party interests
above hinself and his fam |y and gave a ti nefranme duri ng whi ch a snoot h and
orderly transition of power woul d take place with Abdul | ah take over as his
successor, she said.

She said there was no reason what soever for anybody to nake
specul ati ons.

"More inportantly, we can see a snooth shift in policies during Dr
Mahathir's era to Abdull ah after the transition of power.

"This is very inportant because the various races in Ml aysia not only
want to see a good | eadership but al so continuity of good policies and
fine-tuned later," he said.

Rafi dah said she and Wanita Umo woul d gi ve strong support to Dr
Mahat hir while he was still the Prine M nister and to Abdul | ah after he
t ook over the | eadership of the government and party.

"I wish to urge groups fromw thin and outside the country not to nmake
any specul ation on the reasons for Dr Mahathir's resignation.

"It's only that he feels he has been too | ong hol ding the positions. W
asked himto wi thdraw, he has wi t hdrawn but has given a tinmeframe," he
sai d.

She hoped everybody woul d continue to preserve peace and order in the
country, further strengthen the party and its status quo and ensure a
smooth transition of power.

Speaking to reporters after the press conference, Rafidah rejected
claims by certain quarters that she cannot work wi th Abdul | ah.

She sai d she could work with anyone with good intentions.

She bel i eved Abdul | ah woul d be a visionary just |ike Dr Mahathir.
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