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BN, Opposition | eaders condenn report

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Protests over the United Nations nonitoring group's
report which Iinked Barisan Nasional to the al-Qaeda terrorists network
were overflow ng fromboth governnment and opposition | eaders.

Al'l expressed their disgust over the report which they described as
basel ess, oppressive, malicious and intended to undermine the crebility of
t he Mal aysi an Gover nment .

They said the group shoul d apol ogi se to Ml aysi ans and t he Ml aysi an
Government for publishing the report.

In Marang, Pas acting president and Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang wants everyone to share responsibility in defending the
pride and credibility of the country frombeing linked with the al-Qaeda
terrorist network or other militant groups.

He said today that the report affected all the people.

"Al though | have contrasting views with BN on national matters, as a
Mal aysian | am affected by the report,” he told reporters at his
resi dence

The al | egati on of such links was published in a chart taken from Rohan
Gunaratna's book, Inside al-Qaeda: d obal Network of Terror

It depicts the BN, Pas and Abi m as bei ng anong the | ocal groups bearing
"i deol ogi cal and political links" to the Moro Islamc Liberation Front in
the Philipines, which in turn is linked directly to al - Qaeda.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik dismssed the report as
"absol ute nonsense".

Dr Ling, head of the ruling coalition's second-largest party said here
today that Ml aysia's stance against terrorismwas well-known, as it had
led in international forums condeming such acts.

"We are catching the KMM (Kunpulan M1itan Ml aysia) and Al -Maunah
people. It is absolutely unthinkable that BNis involved in terrorism" he
said after chairing the party's central comrttee neeting at Wsma MCA

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, said the recent bonbings in
Bal i, Indonesia and Zanboanga, Philippines, showed that detentions under
the Internal Security Act were necessary to contain terrorism

In Kota Baru, Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat said
the report was unaccept abl e.

He said the UN was controlled by US and other major powers like
Britain, Russia, China and France which were all fornmer colonialists.

"How can we accept totally what they say,” he told reporters after his
weekly religious talk at the Pas headquarters today.

Ni k Aziz, who is Pas spiritual adviser, also said it was unfair to link
terrorismwith religions. He said all religions want their followers to be
safe in this world and the hereafter

In Alor Star, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihammad Mihanmad Tai b
gquestioned the credibility and the notive of Gunaratna, saying that he was
i rresponsi bl e.

He said GQunaratna's clai mwas taken seriously by the UN s nonitoring
group because he is a Sri Lankan

"Coming froma Third Wrld nation, he is perceived to be a credible
source, " he said.

Muhammad described the report as an evil attenpt to smear the nanme of
Umo and Barisan Nasi onal

He said the party mght also take a nore serious formof action to



prevent the witer fromcontinuing to spread such lies. He, however, did
not el aborate on the type of action.

Earlier, Mihanmad opened a four-day international conference and
exhi bition to honour renowned witer and head of the Federation of
Mal aysi an Witers Association of Ml aysia (Gapena) Prof Eneritus Tan Sri
| smai |l Hussai n.

Mal aysi an Yout h Council secretary-general Norizan Sharif said the report
could be a planned effort to provoke Mal aysi ans.

"We should be wary of such provocation and not fall into the trap where
our action would justify the report's clainms,” Norizan said in a
st at enent .

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
he did not expect the report to affect tourismand dismssed it "stupid
and ridicul ous".

In Serenmban, Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar and State BN chairman Tan Sri
Mohd |sa Abdul Samad said the report was a hidden agenda by the group to
tarni sh the i mage of the Ml aysi an Gover nment.

"Mal aysia is an Islam c country, respected by the whole world. The views
of our |eaders are heard and recogni sed internationally and this nmakes
some quarters, including the group, not happy,” he told reporters after
the opening of the third Budget session of the State Legislative Assenbly
by Yang di-Pertuan Negri Senbilan, Tuanku Ja'afar, today.

DAP |ife adviser Dr Chen Man H n said the nmonitoring group should be
able to substantiate its clainms when it accused the BN of having |inks
with the al-Qaeda terrorist network. Qtherwi se, it should apol ogise to all
Mal aysi ans.

Dr Chen said BN s policies were good and that it had been consistent in
its efforts to fight terrorism

He added that the BN should take the lead to hold a conference and
invite all opposition parties, non-governnental organisations and others
so that they could nake clear their stance on terrorism

"Once we have reached a consensus, we will be able to tell the whole
world that we are anti-terrorists.”

Pas Youth head Mahfuz Omar said that the allegation was malicious and
only ainmed at discrediting Islamc novenents in the country.

"The BN Governnent should not fall prey to this trick and start a wi hch
hunt agai nst | eaders of the Opposition, especially Pas and detain them
under the Internal Security Act," he said when contact ed.

Meanwhi |l e, the Opposition Front has called on the United Nations to be
nore responsi ble in naking all egati ons agai nst Malaysia, linking it to the
al -Qaeda terrorist network.

Its secretariat chairman Abd Rahman O hnan said that the allegations
were very serious and there have not been any such remarks nmade previously
agai nst any ruling party in South East Asia.

Parti Keadil an Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail said
the Governnent, led by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad,
shoul d explain why BN was inplicated in the UN report.

Dr VWn Azi zah added that the police should also explain why they were
unable to detect BN s alleged involvenment with the al - Qaeda.
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