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Prai se for concerned youth (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today conmended t he
young peopl e of Mal aysia for being concerned enough to begin thinking
about the future and said this was a good sign which would result in
greater achi evenents.

"I amsure this is going to result in the desire to achieve greater
t hi ngs than those achi eved by our forebears and ancestors,” the Prine
M nister said in his speech titled "Realising Vision 2020 - Were Do W
Stand Today?" when | aunchi ng the Young Prof essionals Chanber Ml aysia's
(Promuda) "Perspectives fromthe Past, Paradignms for the Future" Lecture
Series.

Enphasi sing that the future is for the young, and that the old must go
whet her they want to or not, he said, youth by nature were idealistic and
often inpatient and sonetinmes this manifested itself in ways that m ght
blight the very future that the young would inherit.

"It is, therefore, inportant that we tenper idealismand inpatience with
pragmati smand a willingness to learn fromthe nm stakes and the successes
of the past so as to ensure that the m stakes are avoi ded and the
successes are repeated,” he said.

Tracing the nation's growh fromthe tinme of independence, he said, the
country now had a per capita incone that was 10 tinmes hi gher at al nost
US$4, 000 (RML5,200), a population of 24 nmillion and full enploynent, very
good electricity and water supply and nodern transportation

"This is where we stand today. W are not wi thout serious problens,
probl enms of national unity, of inbalances between the races, of threats of
extrem sm But we have al so been able to maintain peace and stability, to
devel op and progress and to contain extrem sm"”

Dr Mahathir said various strategies and policies had been adopted, sone
of which had worked but all of which had defects.

Poi nting out that perhaps the defects were in the policies and
strategi es thenselves or due to human failings, he said: "W definitely
have a need to study themclosely, to identify their weaknesses and to
make adj ust ments where necessary.

"Per haps, we should just drop sonme or all of these approaches to
Mal aysi a's maj or problens, but before we do so Il et us not get carried away
by the idea of change for the sake of change.™

He sai d change was al ways di sruptive and it was necessary to be carefu

not to fall into the trap of changing sinply because the failures were
hi ghl i ght ed.
"Re-engi neer by all neans, shift the paradigns and entertain brilliant

new i deas, but remenber today's much criticised ideas and policies were
yesterday's perfect ideas and solutions. By the sane token, the new i deas
of today will be the subject of much criticismfor their inperfections in
the future.”

Dr Mahathir said Vision 2020 woul d not be a success if only a segnent of
the conmunity achi eved devel oped status and if only a part of the country
progressed, and that to be neaningful all the people in every part of the
country rmust gain.

He said because of this a uniformplan or a single strategy could not be
applied and it was necessary to focus on the capacities of the different
segnents in order to benefit fromthe plan and the devel opnent.

"Still a matter of concern is the seeming inability of the Ml ays and



the Bum putera to benefit fromthe opportunities created for them They
tend to abuse the opportunities and to be too dependent.

"They like to seek the easy way out. And plans and policies for their
devel opnent are likely to fail. They are likely to fail because they have
the wong set of values, the wong ethics and culture.™

He said all this had to be corrected, not overnight but over a
reasonabl e period of tine, and that the Malays and Bum putera comunity
nmust be made to realise the need to put in maxi numeffort.

Dr Mahathir said the recent decision to admt students into government
uni versities based on nerit was one such strategy.

"It is not that they don't have the ability. It is just that they do not
try, thinking that the Governnent is always there to | ook after them™

He said there were 18 years to go to achieve the goals of Vision 2020

"Can we do it? Can we nake up for the delays, and can we insul ate
our sel ves agai nst future uncertainties?" he asked, adding that while the
Government was hopeful, there were sone disturbing signs.

Dr Mahathir said while early Ml aysi ans overcane their segregati on and
suspi cion of each other to create racial harnmony and unity, there was now
a resurgence of the old distrust and dislike with people denmanding that no
effort be made to bring the people of different races, especially the
younger peopl e, together

He said these people wanted children of different races not to go to the
sanme schools and al so insisted the schools shoul d not be near each other

He said they were calling for a Ml aysi an apart hei d.

Dr Mahathir said the New Econom c Policy which was designed to redress
t he i nbal ances in econom c devel opnent between the races had achi eved
m ni mal success, not fromwant of effort on the part of the Government but
froma tendency to seek the easy way on the part of the Bum puteras.

"They have becone al nost totally dependent on the Governnent. Sino-Malay
joint ventures exist but many are still Ai Baba in nature. Bum putera
contractors depend excl usively on governnent contracts.

"Renove these and they will nostly coll apse. Harassed by accusations of
cronyi sm the Governnent is tenpted to abandon the NEP. But the future
generation will have to make this decision.”

On the so-called demand for an Islamc state, he said, Ml aysia was
already an Islamc state because the official religion was Islamand the
titular heads were all Miuslinms and Muslins could practise their religion
wi t hout hi ndrance and were assisted by the CGovernnent.

"But an Islamic state pernmits the practice of other religions and so the
Mal aysi an Constitution defends the rights of non-Mislins."

He said all these had been agreed to by the | eaders of all races and
religions at the tinme of independence and no one should question the
status of race or religion, |anguage or culture of Ml aysia.

"But these quarters insist that Malaysia is not an Islamc state and it
is their intention to make it an Islamc state according to their
i nterpretation.

"This initself is a non-starter, for the |arge nunber of non-Mislins
woul d ensure through the denocratic process that the proponents of this
so-called Islam c state woul d never win and translate their threat into
action.

"But precisely because they are not likely to achieve their goal through
t he denocratic process, they have encouraged the achi evenent of their goa
by ot her means, nanely by viol ence.”
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