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PRI DE A MAJOR BARRI ER TO M SI A-S' PORE RELATI ONS, SAYS COLUWN ST

By: Sal bi ah Sai d
SI NGAPORE, Sept 14 (Bernama) -- Pride is a major barrier to good
bilateral rel ations between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore, col umi st Kari m Rasl an
says.
Many Mal aysi ans, especially Ml ays, feel a sense of gnawing inferiority
when confronted with Singapore's dramatic econoni c achi evenents and nost
Mal aysi ans
-- hinsel f included -- have often got to be rem nded of the
city-state's anxiety about its security, given its small size, he said.
"Sadly, when these two forces collide, bilateral relations are
inevitably derailed. These sentinents explode to the surface in intenperate
and enotional outbursts,"” said Raslan in his article on 'The Singapore

D | enma' .
The article is contained in his book, 'Journeys Through Sout heast Asia:
Ceritalah 2' -- a collection of essays -- which was | aunched here | ast

ni ght by Prof Tonmy Koh, Anbassador at Large, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs.
Al so present at the | aunch was Ml aysi an H gh Conmmi ssi oner Dat uk Ham don
Ali.

To Mal aysi ans, Karimsaid: "Singapore has al ways seened extrenely
strong and prosperous. It is better organi sed, better nanaged and nore
efficient and so nmuch richer. Just inmagine the frustration.

"But this is no | onger the case. The surprising success of the Port of
Tanj ung Pel epas (PTP) in Johor has startled Ml aysi ans and turned PTP' s
owner, Syed Mkhtar (Al -Bukhary), into a national hero,"” he said.

Syed Mokhtar's ability to conpete head-on with one of Singapore's core
conpetencies --its ports -- has altered the terns of the engagenent, he
sai d.

"Suddenl y, Singapore does not | ook so invul nerable or so superior. If a
former rice trader can figure out a way of conpeting agai nst Si ngaporeans
and successfully, others can too.

"Ml aysi ans have finally stunbled onto a winning fornula that conbines
cheap and well -l ocated infrastructure, and international capital and
manageri al expertise,” added Karim

From Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to
| poh-born actress Datuk M chelle Yeoh, fromlslamto |Indonesian rap nusic,
"Jour neys Through Sout heast Asia: Ceritalah 2' puts together the pieces of
a massive puzzle that is Sout heast Asia.

Born in Petaling Jaya, Selangor in 1963, Karimis a Canbridge-educated
| awyer and a foundi ng partner of Raslan Loong, one of Ml aysia's |eading
corporate law firns.

H s syndicated colum 'Witers Journal' is published in various
newspapers, including The Business Tines Singapore, The Star (Ml aysia) and
Sin Chew Jit Poh (Ml aysi a) .

He is on the International Council of Asia Society in New York and
other Asia Pacific foruns as well as being a regul ar conmentator on Asian
affairs and noderate Islamfor both regional and international nedia. A
Ful | bright scholar in Columbia University from Novenber 2001 to February
2002, Karimhas been working on a project entitled: 'Freedomof Expression
inlslamc Societies'.

Retail ed at S$12 a copy, 'Journeys Through Sout heast Asia: Cerital ah 2
was | aunched in Kuala Lunpur on Sept 5 by Tan Sri Misa Hi tam who descri bed
it as "a refreshing and alternative 'take' on Ml aysia and the region”



Simlar launches will be held in Hong Kong on Sept 25, Bangkok on Cct
18 and Jakarta on Cct 30.
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