19 AUG 2002

PROBE ON TUSSLE TO READ OUT FRI DAY PRAYERS SERMON

MARANG, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- The police will investigate the incident
where a tussl e to read out the sernon happened when Prinme M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad perfornmed the Friday prayers at the Haji Mat
Shafi e Mbsque i n Kampung Losong here | ast Friday.

Terengganu Police Chief SACI Ohman Talib said the police wll
i nvestigate the case under Section 296 of the Penal Code.

I nvestigations woul d be based on two police reports | odged | ast Friday
by Terengganu Deputy CI D Chi ef Supt Mohamad Noor A. Mbhamad and a civili an,
he told reporters after briefing themon the "Ex-Ranpas" exercise here | ast
ni ght .

O hman was asked on the incident where a senior Terengganu PAS | eader
who i s al so a state governnent official had tried to read out the prayers'
sernon i nstead of allowi ng the nbsque's khatib to do so.

The man was bel i eved to have insisted that he take over duties of both
of the nosque's officially-appointed i mamand khatib during the Friday
prayers at the nosque | ast Aug 16.

However the matter was resol ved after the nosque's khatib went on to
read out the sernon and the PAS | eader becane i mamfor the prayers.
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