13 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
PROBLEMS PLAGUI NG OPPCOSI TI ON PROVI DES GOOD CHANCE FOR BN, SAYS PM

LANGKAW, Jan 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d today that the Barisan Nasional (BN stands a good chance of
retaining the I ndera Kayangan state seat in view of the problens faced by
the opposition in the by-el ection canpai gn.

"I feel that (chances of w nning) | ook good as we all know that many of
the Keadil an nmenbers have abandoned Keadil an," he said when asked to
comment on the nove by Keadil an's | ndera Kayangan state by-el ection
director to join Umo together with 68 other party | eaders yesterday.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who arrived here yesterday, was acconpani ed by
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain on a tour of various
devel opnent projects in Langkaw .

According to press reports, the deputy chairman of the Perlis Keadil an
Iiaison body, Mej (R) Mohaned Shariff Abdul Razak, left the party together
with several of his colleagues alleging that Keadilan's | eadership at the
federal level had totally disregarded the views of the partry | eaders at
the state level in the selection of the candidate in the by-election.

The prinme minister said that Keadilan's struggle was only in the
pursuit of one objective and no other.

"Menmbers of the party are also not dedicated to the struggle and as
such, gets cracked and broken easily," he said.

"I amconvinced this is a sign that Keadilan will eventually just
disintegrate," he said.

O her devel opnents had al so affected Keadil an badly, said Dr Mhathir,
following the DAP's withdrawal fromthe opposition alliance, due to its
refusal to be associated with PAS Islamic state issue.

The DAP has al so forbidden its menbers fromparticipating in the
by-el ecti on canpai gn even in their individual capacity and warns that the
party will continue to do so for as long as PAS is adanant in its stand.

Asked whet her events involving the opposition were staged, Dr Mahathir
said: "We never try to get out of situations by saying that this and that
have been staged...we acknow edge whatever is true as the truth and
what ever is untrue as untruth.

"It appears as if PAS and Keadil an do not have reasonabl e grounds
regarding the arnms heist (in Sauk). Is it reasonable to believe that the
arms heist is staged but not the other aspects. How can we say it is staged
when t he weapons have been used to conmt nurder...it's ridiculous,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir also said that the opposition was running out of ideas and
had resorted to bringing up a fatal incident to win votes in the
by-el ecti on.

Keadi | an Youth vice head Mohamed Zahi d Mohanmed Arip raised the issue of
the tragic death of Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim s young
son during the by-el ection canpaign, saying that it was God's way of
puni shing him

"It's just not right...because it's our culture to pay our respects
when a death occurs. Even if it's our eneny who is bereaved, we shoul dn't
say that is serves himright," he said.

Asked to comrent on the tendency towards viol ence anbng students in the
country, the prinme mnister said that he was di smayed over the natter.

"I fail to understand how t he students can di splay such tendency," he
sai d when conmenting on the case of a Besut secondary school student who



was detained | ast Thursday for allegly having in his unlawful possession
expl osi ves and amuni ti on.

He said that such incidents show that there were parties teaching
students to becone violent and this was al ready evident.

"This is not our culture...we are not a violent race but there are
peopl e keen on inporting terrorisminto the country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Ml aysia would seek information from
Si ngapore on the militant network operating in the republic and having
links with the novenent in the country.

"I"'mnot aware of other details...it's the matter for the police to
deal with," he said.
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