22 JAN 2002
Sports-1ronman (Mahat hir)
PROMOTE TRI ATHLON SPORTS VALUES AMONG MALAYSI ANS, SAYS MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamaed said all parties involvedinthe Langkawi |Ironman Tri at hl on 2002
Chanpi onshi p shoul d continue to pronote triathlon anmong Mal aysi ans si nply
for its positive val ues.

"l do hope that apart frombeing host to this event, the Kedah state
government and Langkaw |ronman Endurance Marat hon (LI EM Sdn Bhd woul d
pronote the val ues of the sport such as strong nmental, physical fitness and
discpline as well as a healthy lifestyle,” he saidin his foreword in the
souvenir progranme of the 2002 Chanpi onshi p.

Dr Mahat hir said the event, which has strong foll owi ng worl dwi de, woul d
hel p to boost Langkawi's inmage as a tourist destination apart from
pronoting the resort island as one of the world's inportant triathlon
sports venues

"I would like to congratul ate the Kedah state governnment and LI EM Sdn
Bhd for their combined effort to stage the Ironman Mal aysia Tri at hl on 2002
in Langkawi ," he said.

"To the foreign participants, | again bid a warmwel cone and hope t hat
you will take tinme off to savour the wonders of this beautiful island and
tothe local triathletes, I wish you all the best and Mal aysi a Bol eh", he

sai d.

Meanwhi | e, several top triathletes arrived today for the gruelling
sporting event on Sunday.

Anong themis professional triathlete Randy Cadell of the United
States, a handi capped triathlete who i s maki ng his second appearance this
year.

Cadel | started his training with his specially nodified bicycle around
the island to acclimatise with the hunmid conditions here.

According to the organi ser, defending chanpi on Bryan Rhodes of New
Zeal and and runner-up Lot har Leder of Germany were expected to arrive on
Thur sday.

Ti ssni k Raynard of South Africa, who finished third [ ast year, and his
countrymen G en Gore, who finished fifth, are scheduled to arrive on
Fri day.
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