14 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Equestri an
PROMOTE EQUESTRI AN SPORT, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has urged the | ocal public and private sectors to hel p pronote
equestrian sport as it can benefit the nation

"Though equestrian has yet to becone as popul ar as perhaps footbal I,
badm nton or even auto racing, it has nonethel ess great potential as a high
profile sport,"” he said in his nessage in the programre book of the
Equestrian Gala Dinner in conjunction with the Mal aysi an Open 2002 and
Mer deka Masters 2002 here tonight.

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi was t he guest of
honour at the dinner

Dr Mahathir said equestrian was a relatively new sport in Mlaysia, but
it was fast gaining recognition and popul arity.

He sai d one advant age of equestrian events to Mal aysi ans was that the

physi que of athletes did not count nuch and skill was the nost inportant
factor.

He said Mal aysian riders had nmade consi derabl e achi evenents in the
sport.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Equestri an Associ ation presi dent Ml Azar | smi |
sai d Mal aysi a woul d send dressage and showjunping teans to the Asian Ganes
in Busan in Cctober.
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