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"MJSLIMS are at their weakest point in recent history", Datuk Dr Minir
Majid noted in The Big Picture (New Sunday Tinmes, Nov 10), and suggested
the way forward was through strong | eaders such as Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad.

Johan Jaafar, in the sanme issue, argues that |iberal (and noderate)
Muslimmajorities may be the greatest eneny of positive global Islamc
i nfl uence today because of their relative silence. He calls upon Mislim
| eaders and governnents to define the real terrorists in their own
countries before all are pasted with this generalised |abel. | would say
this is the tine for proactive advocacy.

Munir's thesis accepts today's geopolitical status quo as much as Samnuel
P. Huntington's Clash of G vilisations does, but the former explains the
reasons froman "insider's enpathetic point of view'

This view of the real plight of Muslins in the world today is valid, but
who is listening or who really will listen after 9/11 and, now, the Bal
bonbi ngs? If we accept the prem se of the power paradigmand want to play
t he power game, we nust fight fire with fire, not nerely try to douse it
with tears of enotion!

That seens to be why the Prime Mnister is reported to have said,
"Muslims nust rise up and use whatever neans of influence they have, even
if it is oil as a weapon.”

He is not advocating war or terrorismbut really accepting the prem se
that in the "real global politik" of today, only power expressed in such
ways - although often in unjust and unacceptable ways - still rules and
di ctates what is conceived, perceived and accepted as right. In such a
paradigm mght is right.

Johan pleads for the alternative way. If the majority of Miuslinms are
noderate and can be sonmewhat "liberal” in denocratic ternms, "their voice
can and nust be heard".

Muni r does not advocate using power as a neans to be heard, but rather
using the denocratic |iberal means of advocacy; first in their own Mislim
nati ons, and then the global arena. He warns the noderate Muslimmajority
of the dangers of silence in a world increasingly being nobilised against
"Islamic terrorisni.

Mal aysia is a nodel of noderate, liberal Islam The Ml aysi an nodel of
Gowmh with Equity (GEM can becone a case study in "peaceful achievenents
in a predominantly Muslimbut rmultiracial and nmulti-religious country", as
Muni r ar gues.

Terror begets nore terror, and Dr Mahathir has argued that this war
cannot be fought just with guns. The US and its allies do not yet believe

him as few did when he "argued against the IM~s penicillin solution"
Time will prove himright again, though
In the nmeantine, state terrorismstill rules, although with the

unani nous "acqui escence” of the United Nations Security Council.

| argued el sewhere that the only valid conprom se in the Security
Counci| was through a negative block vote by all 10 non-veto nenbers, and
that too only when they were satisfied with all conditions set upon Iraq,
Israel and the Palestinian State.

Al t hough the UN has now voted in favour of the Iraq resolution, one can
still hope all 15 Security Council nenbers have the courage to "enforce"
all resolutions, whether they deal with Iraq or Israel or the Pal estinian



state, for a just nodel of UN governance w thout sel ective preferences.
O herwise, it may be that the kangaroo court of justice will again prevai
in the name of a global "peace" force, as has happened many tines before.

The next question is, how can Ml aysi a propound an alternative nodel or
a way forward which does not subscribe to the power paradign?

The New Testanment scriptures argue that "power is nmade perfect in
weakness". And few woul d argue that Mther Teresa did not exenplify such
"positive soft power" through her mnistry in Calcutta. This power to do
good may be what all theol ogi cal enpowernent is about.

The power and authority of the state, as exercised in the nmandatory
death sentence for drug traffickers or for illegal possession of guns in
Mal aysi a can be viewed as being propagated for "the destruction of evil
intentions in society". The possession of drugs or guns without "decl ared
legal intent” is defined as "evil" in Malaysian | aw

Before 9/11, the liberal denocrats often argued for the absolute rights
of the individual and often viewed | egislation such as nmandatory death
sentences as undenocrati c.

Today, after 9/11, as Munir argued, even 15-year-olds are "inprisoned
without trial" in the so-called greatest denocracy in the world. Absolute
rights of the denocratic liberal kind, even in the US, are now subject to
the constraints of "honel and security"”.

The American CGovernnent today accepts that national interest can be
defined in "political-cultural” terns, even transcending |iberal politica
definitions. One can argue that the American "honel and security | aws" are
their version of our Internal Security Act. Whither, then, all the
institutions of Western absolute liberalism(like Amesty International
etc) when the US Governnment now violates their own traditiona
per spectives?

The peaceful way forward in the world can be aptly captured by Dr
Mahat hir's prosper-thy-nei ghbour philosophy. Malaysia's growh with equity
nmodel is fundanentally prem sed on this |ove-thy-nei ghbour way.

Theref ore, whether Ml ay or Indian or Chinese or Kadazan or Kel abit,
poverty has been and continues to be an eneny of the state in Ml aysia.
Absol ute poverty is now alnost nil but relative poverty is still a serious
eneny especially in urban areas and squatter col onies.

The Governnment of Ml aysia's proactive devel opnment agenda argues that it
is not sufficient for "any system to only be concerned for thensel ves. W
must al so take care of the less fortunate in our conmunities. W do not
beggar - t hy- nei ghbour but really should seek to prosper them

If the UN adopts this phil osophy of devel opment in the MI I ennium
Devel opnent agenda to eradicate absolute poverty in the world, can we
believe that the need for "terrorisnt will be reduced?

Actual ly, in Ml aysia we have been successful - with a simlar devel oprment
agenda - in our own war against mlitant conmuni sm between 1948-1960.

That anti-terrorist war was strategically planned and executed
brilliantly by two of our ablest |leaders - the late Tun Sir Gerald Tenpler
and the late Tun Abdul Razak; and the founding fathers of the Royal
Mlitary College. They led the mlitary war against terrorismand the war
for rural econom c devel oprment, respectively.

So, when Dr Mahathir tells an increasingly deaf world that the war on
terror cannot be fought with guns alone, it is not an enpty statenment. It
i s founded on our experience with devel opnent and built upon the GEM t hat
Mal aysi a has pursued since 1948.

Now, in the ninth Five-Year Plan period, we can still continue to grow
with (relative) equity and multicultural political stability. Hopefully,
as we nove towards 2020, we will weather many other storns as well.

Maybe by then the world will notice our peaceful nodel and think it



wort h emul ati ng.
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