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PM Teaching Maths, Science in English is for the nation's sake

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - The Government does not |ike introducing too many
changes to the education system but the nove to teach Mathematics and
Science in English has to be made for the country's sake, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said "failure corrections" had to be nmade whenever
the systemfailed to deliver

Dr Mahathir said one had to accept the need to revert to English, not
conpletely, but at least for Mathematics and Sci ence which were the key to
noder n t echnol ogi es.

"We have no choice but to make changes. This is because we get too nuch
non- educati onal input which derailed our policies sonehow," he said at a
di al ogue after opening the Learning from Korea seni nar

The event was organi sed by the National Econom c Action Council in
association with the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the book Rewiting the Rules: The Ml aysi an
Crisis Managenment Model authored by Prof Dr Mahani Zai nal Abidin.

A participant asked Dr Mahathir whet her Ml aysi a woul d have achi eved
simlar progress like Korea if not for the frequent changes to its
education system and polici es.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment should have realised the inportance of
English when it decided to change the teaching nediumto Bahasa Ml aysi a
decades ago.

"But because we are nationalistic, we decided on the switch, hoping that
when the English schools were converted into national schools, they would
attract multi-racial students,"” he said.

"Unfortunately, it failed because sonme peopl e used national schools for
t he advancenent of one race, with
t he enphasi s on naking them Mal ay school s. "

As a result, the Prine Mnister said nost Chinese and |ndians did not
send their children to national schools. At the sane tinme, those who
turned national schools into Malay schools also did not have faith in the
system with many opting to send their children to religious schools.

"This (trend) obviously has to be corrected. That's why we have to cone
up with the Vision School and the like.™

To a question on conpetitiveness, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent wanted
people to live confortably, and this had been achi eved to sone extent.

"But the progress made is still not enough. For exanple, there are stil
t hose who depend on the Governnent for contracts and other things."

Asked on the role of the nedia, |ike exposing wong-doings, Dr Mahathir
replied it should only expose what was actually wong and not to
sensationalise issues to attract readers.

"When they becone “sell-centred', they are no better than the people
they criticise. In some countries, the role of the nmedia is to disrupt the
society."

On the reasons for Korea's coneback despite having used the
International Monetary Fund fornula, Dr Mahathir said he believed
patriotismplayed a big role.

He said the Koreans were patriotic and nationalistic in protecting their
country.

"Therefore, they work very hard to increase productivity and the wonen
were even willing to donate their jewellery to the Governnent to help



restore the econony.”

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said know edge and information were the key to
Korea's conpetitiveness, besides discipline, diligence, work culture and
et hi cs.

He said it was obvious that many factors had conbined well together for
Korea to be where it was now.

"Qur main task today is to know what these factors are, anal yse how t hey
wer e devel oped and how they function and finally, what |essons Ml aysia
can | earn.

"But, nost inportant of all, the challenge for Malaysia will be to
transl ate these | earni ng experiences into policies and strategies, to make
t he Korean experience work for us, too."

Dr Mahathir said Korea and Mal aysia were faced with the chal |l enges of
findi ng new sources of growth and enhancing their conpetitiveness.

He said the tasks had been nmade nore difficult because of the
ever changi ng gl obal environnent.

"Chal | enges such as rapidly changing technol ogy, volatile capital flows,
gl obal i sation, barriers to trade, shortage of skilled | abour, the digital
divide and so forth will determ ne our future. They nmust be dealt with as
effectively as possible.”

The Prime Mnister said technol ogi cal advancenent required a high | evel
of know edge, innovation and creativity, which were related to the |evel
and type of education and | earning.

"Korea has succeeded i n enhanci ng technol ogi cal capability through
education and skills training. W in Malaysia feel the same conpelling
need to remain conpetitive."

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia could | ook at Korea's success in penetrating
the international market.

The Prime M nister said against the backdrop of a deepening gl obal
sl omdown, structural reforns and revitalisation of Asian econom es could
not be del ayed, adding that East Asia nmust reduce its independence on
exports outside the region.
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