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Shock treatments may be just the right renedy to treat |apses in Ml ay
psyche

Shansul Akmar

THOSE who parked their cars at Perhentian Putra di scovered that soneone
had placed on their wi ndscreens flyers pronoting traditional nmassage to
rectify mal e inpotence.

The masseur is Norjae Hadi, who used to have his picture holding a
| arge, outdated nodel of a handphone in newspapers.

At the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, several stalls erected at the foyer
appeared to be selling herbal products supposed to inprove nmale virility.
It is not a new phenonenon. For the past decade at |east, pronotion of

aphrodi si acs, traditional massage guaranteeing inproved sex life and
herbal products for virility, have been a conmon feature at stalls set up
at Umo assenblies. On the surface, it seens that the Ml ays are obsessed
with sex or, at the very least, very concerned about their sex life.

However, it can be deened that the Malays are nore forward-thinking
conpared with the West, which only recently di scovered Vi agra.

The question is whether the quality of the Mal ay products (or services)
can conpete with those of the West.

The i ssue of these products may seemdistinct fromwhat the Umo
assenbly is all about, but the principles involved are actually
intertwined. For one, if the West spends millions on research and
devel opnent to cone up with a product |ike Viagra, which has side-effects,
the Mal ays did not have to spend that nmuch to cone up with their own
ver si ons.

And the | ocal products are guaranteed not to have any side-effects,
based on the clainms nmade by the traders. Fromthese snall-scale
i ndustries, the Malays are not left in the lurch in facing conpetition
from bi gger issues.

The present Umo | eadership has alerted them apart from providing the
opportunities for their participation in global concepts such as the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MsC)

O her efforts include naking the Mal ays realise that they can build the
tallest building in the world, turn | ocal corporations such as Petronas
into multinational entities and send students abroad for an internationa
educati on.

It is an on-going effort that nmust continue, but the question is how
much of these efforts truly reach all levels of Ml ay society.

Even t hose who have di scovered success and are aware of what is required
of them suffer fromwhat can be described as Ml ay | apses.

As noted by Deputy Johor Umo Youth chief Jaigani Jaafar, these |apses
are not sonmething to be taken lightly:

"As we have seen in sone of the matches in the present Wirld Cup soccer
some hi ghly-ranked teans | ost because they had | apses.™

Hence, Jaigani added, the need for shock treatnent to ensure the Ml ays
get out of their |apses, especially when they have proven that they are
capabl e of conpeting not only with other races donestically, but also in
the international arena.

Jaigani is actually qualified to say this. A true-blue kanmpung boy,
Jaigani was a top student in a university in California, making the Dean's
Li st ahead of other students, be they Americans or other internationa
st udents.

H s success and ability to conpete is not an isolated story. O her Ml ay



students sponsored by the Governnent to go abroad have matched i f not
bettered Jaigani's feat.

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob shared Jaigani's views on
the need to dish out shock treatnent to the Malays to jolt them out of
conpl acency.

"I'f we do not do that, conplacency will creep in. To get back on track
may prove nore difficult than when it all started.™

To this, Jaigani contends that party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad is nmerely practising his skills as a nedical doctor.

"When a patient suffers froma | apse, shock treatnment is dished out.
Then, the doctor will see how the patient responds to the treatnent."

H s analogy is quite apt.

For the past few assenblies, Dr Mahathir has repeatedly rem nded the
Mal ays on the need to prepare thenselves to face the possibility of |osing
their privileges and quotas in the future.

VWile the privileges and quotas have not been renpved as yet, certain
el ements such as neritocracy and all ow ng non-Bum puteras to join
institutions previously identified as only for the Ml ays are being
i mpl enent ed.

These noves are no doubt the shock treatnents di spensed to the Ml ays.

Much wi |l depend on how they respond. If they do so positively, with
their confidence growi ng and conpetitiveness sharpened, nore of these
privileges may be renoved.

At this stage, the response towards the shock treatnment seens varied.

But whether the Malays like it or not, they do not have much choice as
t he changi ng world has no place for crutches, privileges and other
pr ot ecti ons.

Their only choice is to nake the best of these privileges while they are
still available, reduce their |apses and put their best foot forward.

For starters, there is an aphrodisiac for nmen named Kras Trus 2 produced
by an Umo-1inked conpany and distributed at the PWC.

Alittle bit of R&D, good marketing and attractive packaging will nake
it ready for the international narket.

Vi agra producers can eat their hearts out.
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