16 JAN 2002

PULAU TI OVAN TO CGET DUTY- FREE STATUS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday confirnmed that Pulau Tioman will be accorded duty-free status
to attract nore tourists.

"Yes, Pulau Tioman will be a duty-free island,” Dr Mahathir, who is
al so Finance M nister, told reporters at a Hari Raya gat hering of the
Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah Cultural and Arts Centre, Universiti
Putra Mal aysi a, Serdang, near here, today.

He was asked to conment on a report in the New Straits Tines today that
t he cabi net | ast week approved a proposal to turn Pulau Tioman into a
duty-free island |ike Pul au Langkawi and Labuan.

The report, quoting a source, said the nove was to nake Pul au Ti oman
conpetitive with Pul au Batamand Bintan in attracti ng Si ngaporean touri sts,
up to 1.2 mllion of whomvisited Mal aysia in a nonth.

"Making Tioman a duty-free island will hel p boost tourist arrivals and
recei pts," the source was quoted as saying.

- - BERNAMA

RV ZS YBY



	PULAU TIOMAN TO GET DUTY-FREE STATUS, SAYS PM (Bernama 16/01/2002)

