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Boeing's HQ in KL

Ei r mal asare Bani

BCEI NG has set up its first South-East Asian headquarters at the Petronas
Twin Towers to work closely with the region's aerospace industry, arned
forces and | eading airlines.

The conpany yesterday naned Paul Walters to the new position of regiona
vi ce-presi dent, South-East Asia, to |lead the Kual a Lunpur-based of fice and
expand Boeing's presence in the region

The office is one of Boeing's major conmmitnments in Mal aysia to date,
apart fromits venture in Kedah-based Asian Conposite Manufacturing Sdn
Bhd.

In an interview with Business Tinmes recently, Walters said the Kual a
Lunpur office is Boeing's only headquarters for the region, which includes
Si ngapore, Thail and and | ndonesi a.

"There is one in Hong Kong covering China and North Asia, but this is
our Sout h-East Asian base,"” he said.

Wl ters said Boeing has now diversified and does not confine its
busi ness to just manufacturing airplanes.

"This is why we are here. W want to find what we can do and seek new
partners that we can go into business with," he added.

Prior to the new appointnment, Walters was the vice-president for Asia at
Boei ng Space Systens International Service Conpany, the internationa
mar ket i ng di vision of Boeing Satellite Systens and a subsidiary of The
Boei ng Co.

Previously he was attached with Hughes Space and Comuni cations, which
Boei ng bought in 2000.

The regional office is a followup from Boei ng chai rman and chi ef
executive officer Philip MCondit's visit to the Miultinedia Super Corridor
(MsC) in May |ast year.

"The MSC is attractive to us. It was the second place our chairman
visited after Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Mhathir Mhamad' s office. Condit
t hen assigned sone people to follow through on that as he would like to
have an MsC address," Walters said.

The pl an, however, slowed down after the Septenber 11 attacks in the US
but Boei ng has recently approached some MSC conpanies to | ook for software
that can be applied in the conpany.

The approach was done through Phantom Wrks, the research and
devel opnent unit of Boeing, Walters said.

The Kual a Lunmpur office is also part of Boeing' s Integrated Defense
Systens, a US$23 billion (US$1 = RMB. 80) business nerging the conpany's
total space, defence, government, intelligent and communications
capabilities into one business unit.

I ntegrated Defense Systens will provide battl espace sol utions for
mlitary services as well as conmercial satellite and | aunch customers.
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