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Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
QUEST FOR KNOALEDGE | MPORTANT FOR MUSLI M VELL- BEI NG SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
rem nded Muslinms of the i nmportance of know edge and skills, saying the
acqui sition of know edge that contributes to the well-being of the ummah is
a primary obligation.

The prinme mnister said the quest for know edge was the first step
towards the ful filment of the Musliminjuctionto be charitable, and to
endow the wealth earned for the well-being of the Mislins and their need
for institutions and facilities to performtheir ritual and non-ritual
obligations as Muslims.

"Wth skills we can enrich oursel ves and enrich our society. W can
produce things and i nvent things, trade and nmanufacture," he said in his
keynot e address at the Seventh Conference of the M nisters of Endowrent and
Islamic Affairs here.

Dr Mahathir rem nded Muslins that they were craftsnmen and thi nkers but
for along tine they had stopped i nproving their production or their
t hi nki ng.

They kept on | abouriously produci ng things by hand one by one, which
coul d not supply the needs of the six billion plus people in the world, he
sai d.

He noted that because Muslins did not know how to nmass produce goods to
meet the demand of a mass nmarket, they becanme poor and consequently were
not able to give alns and to endow towards the Misli mcomunity.

Dr Mahathir said: "We have not made use of what Allah has endowed on us
with the brains and the brawn and it woul d seemthat we are ungrateful for
what He has showered on us.

"On every occasion we pray for Allah's help but Allah will not help us
because we have not hel p ourselves."

The prine nminister said if today few Muslins could practise charity and
they were often so oppressed and harrassed by their enemnmi es that they coul d
not even performthe solat, it was because the Miuslins were poor in
know edge and skills, were unable to enrich their countries and strengthen
t hem agai nst aggression by their enemni es.

"It is shameful and unlslamc that all we Muslinms can do when the
Isrealis massacred the Pal estians in Jenin and el sewhere is to appeal to
others for pity and help,"” he said, noting it was clear that Mislins had
not been doi ng anything to change their own hel pl essness.

Dr Mahathir said said Muslins had t hensel ves to blanme if they coul d not
expect charity fromfell ow Mislins who were equal |y poor and oppr essed.

“"I'f we want to fulfill the Islamic injuction that we be charitable then
we rmust use our brains and brawn anpbng us and to provide the anenities for
t he performance of what is obligatory for us as Miuslins," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said whil e nobsques shoul d be endowed by the rich after they
had paid their tithe and given alnms to the poor, Mislins should al so endow
institutions of | earning, research and devel opnment whi ch coul d contri bute
toabetter life for themand their capacity to defend thensel ves.
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