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Seeking greater glory

M Jeffri Razali
FOR a State which was once described as a sleepy hollow historical
Mal acca has seen numerous devel opnent over the past two decades.

In the past, nmany visitors would stop over in Malacca to rest after a
journey. Today, however, many will find that one day is insufficient to
savour what it has to offer

Fromits historical [andmark and sites to its mxture of cultures and
exotic food, Malacca has what it takes to attract a crowd.

Many Mal accans will attest that it was one person who started the
devel opnent for Malacca, former Chief Mnister Tan Sri Rahim Tanmbi Chik in
t he 1980s.

Devel opnent has continued to be the rule of the day in Ml acca as not
one day goes by wi thout a new building or infrastructure springing up to
conpl ement the skyline.

In the past, tourismwas the najor noney earner for the State; now, nore
enphasis is given to high-technol ogy and manufacturing industries.

The State's enphasis on these sectors are justified as they are expected
to contribute 55 per cent to the State's Gross Donestic Product by 2010

To Chief Mnister Mohd Ali Rustam the State Governnent will not spare
any effort to pronote the State's manufacturing and tourism sectors as
these are the main income for it.

One of the major projects undertaken by the State is the multi-mllion
ringgit project to develop the Ml acca International Trade Centre in Ayer
Ker oh.

It will house several sections of devel opnent to cater for fashion and
food, the State's k-econony incubator devel opnent hub, a five-star hotel
hone-1iving accommodati on and a world-class exhibition centre covering
3,000 square nmetres to display | ocal and foreign products.

Anot her maj or devel opnental progranmme is the Hang Tuah Wl k proj ect,
whi ch was nodel | ed on Kual a Lunpur's Bi ntang Wl k.

Hang Tuah Wal k is expected to be officially |aunched by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in Cctober.

Mohd Ali said while the State Governnent devel ops the nmanufacturing
i ndustry and infrastructure, enphasis will continue to be placed on
tourism

He added that rather than concentrating on tourism the State Gover nment
had i ntroduced the 10 tourism sub-sectors to cater to a |larger group of
tourists.

The State CGovernnent had taken various steps to spruce up Mal acca's
features via beautification and | andscaping of the city centre and its
surroundings with fl owers, bonsai shrubs, coconut and pal mtress and
decorative lights.

Judging fromthe State Governnent's efforts, it seens inevitable that
Mal acca will indeed achieve its target of becom ng a devel oped State by
2010, and at the sane tinme propelling the State to greater heights.
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