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By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW March 13 (Bernama) - Tal ks with the Russian President and a
| andmar k Russi a- Mal aysi a busi ness forumaddress will be anong the schedul e
for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who arrives here tonight for an
action-packed three-day official visit.

Moscow is the first stop onthe Prine Mnister's whirlwind visit to
three countries that will also take himto Germany and Pol and.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, is
schedul ed to arrive at 8.45pmtoni ght (1. 45amWdnesday i n Mal aysi a) from
Kual a Lurpur.

An official welcomng cerenony will be held at the airport before the
Prime Mnister departs for the Radi sson Sl avj anskaya Hotel where the whole
Mal aysi an del egation -- officials, businessnen and nedi a representatives --
are staying.

Hi s programme tonorrow wi ||l begin with a briefing at the Russian
Federal Service for Hydroneterol ogy and Envi ronnental Mnitoring Service
(Rosgidronet) followed with the laying of weath at the Tonb of the
Unknown.

| medi ately after the cerenony, Dr Mahathir will head for the G and
Krem in Pal ace for tal ks with Russian President VIadinmr Putin.

It will be their third neeting after their fruitful discussions at the
Asi a Paci fic Econonmi ¢ Cooperation (Apec) forumin Bandar Seri Bagawan two
years ago and in Shanghai |ast year.

After their "one-on-one" di scussion, Dr Mahathir and Putin will head
their respective delegation for bilateral tal ks and witness the signing of
agreements.

This will be followed by an of ficial |uncheon hosted Putin and his
wi fe, Putina, in honour of Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah.

The Prime Mnister will then address the business forumto showcase
Mal aysi a t o Russi an i nvest ors and busi nessnen and neet Mal aysi an students
at a dinner at the hotel.

On Friday, Dr Mahathir will visit the Shenyaki n-Ovchinnikov Institute
of Bio-organic Chem stry Centre where he will witness the signing of the
menor andumof under st andi ng bet ween t he Mal aysi an and Russi an Acadeny of
Sci ence.

He will later meet Russian Prinme M nister Mkhail Kasyanov before
departing for Friday prayers at the Mra Msque here.

After prayers, Dr Mahathir will attend a briefing and witness a flight
denmonstration of the Sukhoi SU 30 at the Zhukovsky Avi ation I nstitute.

On Saturday, the Prine Mnister will hold a news conference before
| eaving for Stuttgart, Germany.
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