10/ 09/ 2002

Sout h Korean official praises our politics

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - A senior election official from South Korea today
prai sed Mal aysia's denocratic systemunder Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, saying that its unified policy in a nulti-racial country
is an achi evenent.

South Korea's el ection standing deputy conmi ssioner Kim Seong Moo nade a
conparison to the situation in South Korea which, despite being a
honogenous country, still had difficulty fornulating a unified policy.

Kim spoke to the Press after |eading a delegation to a neeting with the
Umo Youth executive conmittee at the Umo headquarters here.

He al so said the fact that Dr Mahathir has enjoyed a |long tenure as
Prime Mnister showed that he is very popular and that his | eadership is
excel |l ent.

"Hi s | eadership of Umo is also very inpressive, as evidenced by the
country's youth's interest in politics. | amconfident the party is going
inthe right direction and it will succeed based on his | eadership.”

Present at the Press conference were Umo Youth secretary Zulkifli Alw
and the novenment's international affairs bureau head Dr Shansul Anwar
Sul ai man

Zulkifli said during the meeting with the South Korean del egation, Kim
said he was inpressed with Ml aysia's handling of the 1998 economic
crisis, especially how the country was able to bounce back fromthe crisis
and continue to develop, without the help of the International Monetary
Fund.

He al so said Umo Youth stressed the contributions of Korean conpani es
to the devel opnent of Mal aysia's manufacturing sector.

He added Ummo Youth al so briefed the South Koreans on the party's
st ruggl es.
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