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Mahat hi r- 1 ntegration
RACI AL | NTEGRATI ON KEY TO NATI ONAL STABI LI TY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUCHI NG Dec 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad wants Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties to continue the
integration policy practised in Malaysia to ensure racial harnmony and
stability in the long run

He said that such a policy had worked very well for the country because
it was fortunate to have political parties which were not extrene.

"Political parties in the BN accept the fact this is a nultiraci al
mul ticultural and multireligious country and therefore we shoul d be
tol erant of other races, cultures, religions and | anguages," he sai d when
opening the 19th triennial del egates conference of the Sarawak United
People's Party (SUPP) at the SUPP headquarters here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that the governnent of the day
did not intend to assimlate anybody as the i dea had been rejected by the
peopl e previously.

"What we want to is to integrate different races and different triba
groups into one society, each one playing its own role with no one higher
than the other...this (integration) has worked very well but not
assimlation," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that unlike in other countries where migrants had to
accept the culture, |anguage and sonetines the religion of the majority,
Mal aysia did not want to assimlate its people to becone one race.

There was no bitterness and anger between the different races because
Mal aysi a was one of the few countries in the world, devel oped or
devel oping, that allowed the people to have their education in their own
| anguages, have their own schools and yet conforned to the general
education policy of the country, he said.

He said that by and | arge, Ml aysians |ove to see stability and,
because of that, they were willing to stay with the political parties which
contributed to stability.

The SUPP, as a Sarawak BN component party, was one of those parties
whi ch contributed to stability in the state and country and despite having
the majority of its nmenbers fromthe Chinese community, was thoughtful of
the sensitivity of other non-Chinese nenbers, he said.

"This is characteristic of Mal aysians. W are sensitive about other
people's feeling and we do not do things that will aggravate matters that
can cause tension anong us," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysi ans shoul d count thensel ves very | ucky
with practically everybody being enployed, if they want to work in
Mal aysi a, regarded as a haven for people who were dedicated to naking a
good life for thensel ves and the country.

"So we can give ourselves (Ml aysians) a pat on the back for our
achi evenents so far but the process is still far fromover," he said.

"For exanple, in 1997, when the country went into an econonic
recession, there were no quarrels, aninobsity or riots. Fortunately for us,
we were able to anal yse and tackle the problemin a fair manner to reduce
the disparity and tension between the different faces," he said.

On his successor, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, who will take over
the prem ership when he steps down in Cctober next year, Dr Mahathir
advi sed the conponent BN | eaders to give himtheir full support.

He said that there should be no conparison in | eadership style, adding:
"Each one will have his own style...his (Abdullah) smle, way of talking is



different frommne but that is normal."

Earlier, SUPP president Tan Sri Dr George Chan said that the party was
wor ki ng towards grooming its future politicians to be a strong team of
professional politicians in line with the objective of being a
know edge- based party.

Dr Chan said that the future of the 43-year-old party was very nuch
dependent on the quality and standard of the top | eadership at various
| evel s.

"W have to work towards a know edge-based party. It may take tine but
we have to begin now," he said.

On national unity, he said that the party would continue to enphasi se
the need to have a strong bond between different races to ensure the snooth
progress of the country's social harnony and econoni c devel opnent.

Present at the opening were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud,
who is Sarawak BN chairman, and | eaders of other BN conponents in the
country.
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