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Racial unity still weak
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IN the 45th year of our independence, we are still talking of nationa
integration. O late, various quarters have been harping on this
contentious issue with enotions and racial undertones.

VWhat has happened? Probably it is a reflection of the inherent weakness
in our education system Qur policy-nmakers nmust acknow edge this fact by
maki ng a concerted effort to rectify it.

The introduction of the national-type schools with Bahasa Ml aysia as
t he medi um of instruction has ironically contributed to the probl em of
nati onal integration. Being a multi-racial country, it is only natura
t hat some Chinese and Indian parents prefer to send their children to
Chi nese or Tam | schools due to cultural reasons and perhaps in the belief
that the national -type schools would not be able to produce a resilient
personal ity as opposed to a vernacul ar school. This belief is no nore a
nmyth as evidenced by the increase in enrol ment of Mal ays in Chinese
school s.

Under the statesmanship of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, the young
generation born in 1981 (the year Dr Mahathir becanme the fourth Prine
M ni ster) had taken national integration for granted. Now one finds that
al nrost every facet of life is drawn along racial |ines. Sonmething drastic
and effective needs to be done.

O course language alone will not help in national integration. Even
Si ngapore has failed to create the "Singapore ldentity" as announced by
Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong sone tine ago.

VWile we are very good at the international |evel fostering
i nternational brotherhood, it is high tinme that our |eaders spent nore
time looking into the racial powderkeg before the fuse inadvertently gets
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