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ALOR SETAR, Sept 13 (Bernamm) -- The governnent's business-friendly
policies, born out of atrustingrelationship and consultationw th the
private sector, have enabled the country to develop rapidly as well as
attract foreign direct i nvestments, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
t oday.

The prinme mnister said that the governnent was always willing to
listento the private sector and resol ve their problems by hol di ng
di al ogues with them

As aresult, "Malaysia is a good place to i nvest as our governnent is
al ways wor ki ng very closely with foreigninvestors. W often provide t hem
with pi oneer status and other incentives," he said when opening the Asian
Conposite Manufacturing Sdn Bhd (ACM plant at the Bukit Kayu Hitam
i ndustrial estate, about 50kmfrom here.

Present were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and
ACM chai rman Dat uk Syed Tami m Syed Mbhaned.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was a very peaceful country where the people
lived in harnmony and was bl essed with political stability besides being a
safe place for foreign visitors and investors.

Dr Mahat hir al so assured conpani es and ot her investors that the
governnent woul d give its full conmmitnment and cooperation in nmaking their
i nvestments here a wi se choi ce

"We are not threatening themin any way. They can enj oy the friendship
and hospitality of the | ocal people as our people treat foreigners as their
guests," he said.

The prine mnister said that although ACMhad decided to | ocate its
factory in Bukit Kayu Hitam which is far fromKual a Lunpur and near to the
Thai border, the place was very safe.

He said he hoped that this would be a successful venture for the
conmpany and that it woul d never regret establishing the plant to produce
conposite parts for Boeing aircraft here.

He sai d Mal aysi a woul d make good progress in the aerospace i ndustry and
graduate fromproducing only lowend and less critical parts of the
aircraft nowto the | arger conponents and parts.

"Hopefully, we will see the aircaft wi ngs and tails bei ng manuf act ured
in Mal aysia, we have built small conposite training centres and we will be
very happy to produce parts and conponents for Boei ng and ot her conpanies, "
he said.

He said Mal aysia had full enpl oynment despite having two million foreign
wor kers, but the government was nore focused on providing trainingin
hi gher technol ogy, includinginformation technol ogy and new technol ogies in
conposi tes manuf act uri ng.

He sai d conposite technol ogy was used not only in aircraft but also in
boat s and vari ous ot her sophi sticated conponents.
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