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RAFI DAH: BUDGET 2003 PECPLE- FRI ENDLY, CAN ENHANCE NATI ONAL RESI LI ENCE

BEAUFORT, Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z said the 2003 Budget tabl ed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in Parlianent yesterday is not only
"people-friendl y" but a budget that can strengthen the country's
resilience.

Emphasi s had not only been given to economic, industrial and trade
sectors but also to other crucial sectors |ike education, Information and
Conmruni cat i ons Technol ogy (I CT) as well as soci al .

It also provide strength to non-governnental organisations (NGOs) to
assi st in enhancing racial unity and instilling patriotismanong the
peopl e, she said.

"The governnment has al so provi ded nore avenues for the people to
i ncrease their inconmes so that they will have nore nbney to spend, thus
hel ping to further stinul ate the econony, through the paynent of one-nonth
bonus or a m ni mumof RML, 200," she told reporters after opening Wanita
Umo' s Gerak Mesra progranmme organi sed by t he Beaufort Umo di vi si on at
Bi nsul ok Resort, near here, today.

Raf i dah, who i s al so Wanita Umo chi ef, said the Ml aysi an econony
woul d have resilience only when the private sector had the capacity to
i ncrease production and export their products.

"Wth the conprehensi ve budget proposals, it is hoped the country's
resilience can be enhanced to face future econoni c chal | enges, " she sai d.

She thanked Dr Mahathir, who is al so Finance M nister, for accepting
al nost all the proposals nmade by her ministry.

"The proposal s were accepted because they were realistic, can reduce
busi ness costs and can boost the perfornmance of small-and nedi um scal e
industries as well as increase their export potential," she said.

On the proposal to turn Labuan into an International Shipping
Regi stration Centre, Rafidah said the nove was tinely.

"This will nake Labuan an international shipping hub. This is certainly
a natural devel opnent for Labuan. |I'msure the governnent will provide the
necessary infrastructures to transformlLabuan into an internationa
shi ppi ng hub, " she added.

I n KUALA LUMPUR, Deputy M ni ster of Housing and Local Governnent, Datuk
M Kayveas, said the 2003 Budget woul d ensure an encour agi ng econormi c
growth with the use of |ocal materials.

He sai d opportunities provided by the governnent through tax exenptions
must be taken advantage by all segnents of the econony, especially the
private sector, to stimulate donestic econonic activities.

"They nmust venture into newfields and i ndustries that have potenti al
For exanple, the filmand ani nmation i ndustries are still in their infancy
i n Mal aysi a but have great potential," he told reporters after chairing the
Peopl e' s Progressive Party's (PPP) nont hly neeti ng.

Kayveas is the party president.
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