13/ 07/ 2002

Rafi dah: People won't fall for Pas' ploy on "two prine mnisters'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Pas' claimthat the country has two prinme mnisters
is not an issue in the Pendang and Anak Bukit by-el ecti ons because neit her
voters nor investors will fall for its ploy, Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z said today.

"l am confident the voters and investors are not shallowin their
under st andi ng of the country's adm nistration.

"There has never been a case in the world of two prime mnisters, and in
Mal aysia, it will never happen. It is just that Pas does not understand
our adm nistration,” Rafidah, who is International Trade and Industry
M nister, told reporters after her mnistry's nedia briefing here.

There was currently only one Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, and one Deputy Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .
"When Dr Mahathir retires by Cctober 2003, Abdullah will succeed. At
that time, there will still be one prinme mnister. And when the prine

mnister is on | eave, there will be an acting prine nnister.

"Pas should not belittle voters and investors. They are not stupid...
Wanita Umo will explain this to the voters," she said.

Last Sunday, Pas central comm ttee nmenber Mohamad Sabu said in a ceramah
that investors were confused over the transition, with sone under the
i npression that there were two prinme mnisters.

Raf i dah was asked to conment on this remark and its inpact on Barisan
Nasi onal ' s canpai gn for the Pendang and Anak Bukit by-el ections.

The by-el ections, set for July 18, were called followi ng the death of
Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor on June 23. He was the Pendang Menber of
Parliament and Anak Bukit State Assenbl yman.

On the appoi ntnment of the next Deputy Prine Mnister, Rafidah said
Wanita Umo would |leave it to Abdull ah.

Earlier, Rafidah presented a cheque for RW, 430.80 as donation to the
Af ghani stan Fund to Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Leo M chael Toyad.

The donation is froman ad hoc committee conprising representatives of
vol untary organi sations in the Federal Territory and Sel angor, formed 20
years ago.

They are the Universiti Ml aya Wnmen's Associ ation, Petaling Jaya
Christian Wnen's Associ ation, Sel angor Ceyl onese Community Services
Associ ation, Petaling Jaya Apex Club, Pertiw , Ml aysian Wnen
Journal i sts' Association (Pertanma), Perkunpul an Perenpuan and Lenbaga
Kebaj i kan Perenpuan |Islam Rafidah has been commttee chairman since its
formation.

The anmount donated is the surplus fromits various fund-raising
activities, nostly in aid of children's welfare honmes. The conmttee was
di sbanded as nmenbers were busy with other comm tnents.

According to Rafidah, the committee decided to donate to the Afghanistan
Fund followi ng notification by the bank that the noney woul d be
transferred to the Treasury as unclained nonies if nothing was done about
it.
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