08/ 09/ 2002
Raid on Irag condemmed (HL)

Debor ah Loh

CYBERJAYA, Sat. - Mal aysia today condemmed the Anerican and British air
raid on a major lragi air defence installation, saying it was a futile
effort in the war against terrorism

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said the strike would only
further enrage certain groups and hanper efforts for collective gl obal
action against terrorists.

"I amdisappointed. | don't think the raid will help in the war against
terrorism It will only stoke anger anong certain people and hi nder
efforts to co-operate against terror."

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after a series of one-on-one
meetings with nmenbers of the Multinmedi a Super Corridor International
Advi sory Panel (1AP) at Cybervi ew Lodge.

He said Malaysia, as a |eading Miuslimnation, would voice its stand
against the air raid and contact |eaders of other Islamc countries for
their views.

"W will contact other Islamc nations,” he said when asked if Ml aysia
would initiate action at the United Nations or Organisation of Islamc
Conference (A Q).

Forei gn news agencies reported yesterday that 100 aircraft attacked the
installation, west of Baghdad.

On the | AP neetings that ended today, Dr Mahathir said panel nenbers
di scussed busi ness and investnment possibilities with |ocal technopreneurs.

Local and foreign information technol ogy conpanies had al so prom sed to
provide training to encourage creativity anmong technopreneurs.

Earlier today, Dr Mahathir held cl osed-door talks with senior executives
of Silicon Gaphics, Cyber Century Forum Ecrisson, Sienmens, Mtorola and
DHL. Each neeting lasted 30 to 40 m nutes.

| AP menbers this norning joined a tree-planting cerenony to mark the end
of the neeting.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about RTM s programme on Kel antan's econom c
backwar dness.

"Pas is always making pronmises to develop the State that they cannot
keep. They even promi sed their voters that they will go to heaven because
they voted for the party. For them making pronmises is a light matter that
can be done any time. They will even prom se things they cannot fulfil."
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