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Rape- Phi | i ppi nes
RAPE VI CTIM S RI GHTS MUST BE PROTECTED, SAYS OPLE

MANI LA, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- The Philippine governnent will protect the
rights of the 13-year-old victimof an all eged sexual abuse as it seeks to
comply with a request from Mal aysi an police for evidence to support the
child s allegations.

In a statenent today, Foreign Affairs Secretary Blas Ople said he would
shortly nmeet with justice officials to discuss the case of the child, one
of the deportees from Sabah

He said he woul d al so take up the Philippine governnent's response to a
request of the Malaysian police to bring the victimback to Ml aysia so
that she could identify the men who all egedly raped her while she was held
at the immgration detention centre in Kota Ki nabal u.

"The human rights and enotional well-being of the child are of
paranount inmportance to us and this is why we would |i ke to eval uate how
best we can facilitate the request of Ml aysian authorities," Ople said.

Opl e said the Philippine enbassy in Kuala Lumpur woul d engage a | awyer
adept in sexual abuse cases to represent the victimin the ongoing
i nvestigation.

He described the child, now under the care of social wel fare workers,
as "in afragile state."

Opl e said he was considering as an option that instead of a persona
appearance in Ml aysia, a videotaped testinony of the child nmay have to be
sent to the Royal Ml aysia Police with proper authentication by the
Mal aysi an enbassy.

Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has ordered a
swi ft and thorough investigation into the alleged rape case.

This was upon receipt of a letter fromPresident Aoria Arroyo
expressi ng outrage over the all eged abuse and a second di pl onati c protest
filed by Ople with the Ml aysi an anbassador over the incident.

Dr Mahathir al so assured the Philippine governnment that the
perpetrators of the crine would be punished once found guilty under
Mal aysi an | aw.

The statenent al so said that Philippine enbassy officials in Kuala
Lunpur had been briefed by Ml aysian police on the pieces of evidence
required for a rape case under the Mal aysian | egal system

It said CID Director Datuk Salleh Mat Som had i nforned the enbassy t hat
he had desi gnated ACP Takbir Ahrmad to | ead an investigative team | eaving
for Sabah.

The Ml aysi an police officials requested the Philippine governnment's
cooperation in the investigation, particularly in recording the victinis
statenent, conducting a nedical exam nation of the victim identifying the
perpetrator and if possible, facilitating the visit of the child to the
crinme scene.

It said Salleh explained that although Takbir's teamcoul d take the
victim s deposition in Zanboanga City, the case could stand a better chance
under the Mal aysian |egal systemif the victimwere to return to Sabah to
undergo the necessary steps.

"In effect, what they are saying is that the chances to get the culprit
and send himto jail would inprove if they are able to talk to the child,
get the appropriate nedical report and acconpany her to the scene of the
crinme so that she can identify the man who raped her," Ople said.

Mal aysi an police assured the Philippine enbassy that they are



determ ned to put the perpetrator behind bars.

The statement al so said that Salleh and other police authorities
announced a plan by the Ml aysi an government to put up a VictimCrisis
Centre (VCC) which would be operational before the end of this year.

The VCC ains to provide victinms with good, confortable and therapeutic
environment with special attention to children and trauma victins.

The Mal aysi an police also vowed not to protect anyone connected with
the rape of the 13-year-old Filipino child, Ople said.
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