31 AUG 2002
Mer deka- Cel ebr ati on
THEI R MAJESTI ES ARRI VE | N HORSE- DRAWN CARRI AGE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 31 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Si raj uddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Janmal ul l ail and the Raj a Pernmai suri Agong
Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashid attended the 45th Nati onal Day
cel ebrations at the Merdeka Square this norning.

Unli ke in previous years, Their Mjesties arrived at the square in a
carriage drawn by four horses and acconpanyi ng themwere 21 nount ed guar ds.
Thousands of peopl e who had gathered in front of the Sultan Abdul Samad
Bui | di ng si nce 6amcheered and cl apped as the Ki ng and Queen al i ghted from
the carriage

Their Maj esties watched the col ourful National Day procession froma
royal dais. Also present were the Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Cabi net
M ni sters and nenbers of the foreign di plomatic corps.

Apart fromstrengthening the spirit of patrioti smanmong Mal aysi ans, the
cel ebrations al so gave a big boost to the national tourismindustry.

The Merdeka Square reverberated with the beating of 1,584 druns by
peopl e representing the vari ous conmmunities inthe country as cul tural
dancers in a panorama of col ours danced their way al ong the procession.

Earlier on arrival at the square, Their Majesties were received by Dr
Mahat hir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Al

The King then i nspected a guard of honour nounted by 102 of ficers and
men of the First Battalion Royal Mal ay Regi ment under the command of Maj or
I snail Gsman.

The Jal ur Gemilang was then raised as the National Day choir sang the
"Negar aku". Seven students recited the Rukun Negara then |l ed the crowd in
shouts of "Merdeka" thrice. Seven persons fromthe various races then read
out patriotic poem

Atotal of 12,550 people from51 contingents, 23 bands and 14 decor at ed
floats fromgovernnent agenci es, non-governmental organi sations and the
private sector and uni formed organi sations took part in the procession in
front of the 105-year-old Sultan Abdul Samad Buil di ng. This was where the
Uni on Jack was lowered for the last tine in 1957 and the flag of the new
i ndependent nation was raised

Fi ne weat her condi tions provi ded an opportunity for hundreds of
revellers to pour intothe city where they were joi ned by busl oads of
tourists.

The m ngling of people in their colourful attire created a festive
at nosphere i n Kual a Lunpur

For the third consecutive year "Kerananu Ml aysi a" (For you Ml aysi a)
was chosen as the thene of the National Day cel ebrations.

Mlitary aircraft flew past the square to honour the country onits
45t h bi rt hday.

I n SEREMBAN, Negeri Senbi | an, nmore t han 30, 000 people fromall wal ks of
life gathered at the Serenban Minici pal Council Padang for the National Day
cel ebrations. Seventy-four contingents fromvarious organi sations incl uding
uni versities and col |l eges and political parties took part in a procession
t hrough the town.

Al'so present at the cel ebrations were the Undangs of Jel ebu, Johol
Renmbau and Sungai U ong and t he Tunku Besar of Tanpin, Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Mohaned | sa Abdul Samad and | eaders of political parties.

In his National Day nessage, Mbhaned |Isa urged all races in Negeri



Senbilan to strengthen unity and friendship to ensure the country's
stability.

He al so advi sed young peopl e to make good use of their tinme in schools,
col | eges and uni versities to gain knowl edge to i nprove t henmsel ves and bri ng
credit to the country.

I n KANGAR, a col ourful National Day procession was held with the focus
on a 17-year-ol d | ass fromPhuket, Thailand. Her name i s Wan Ai shah Wan
Nawawi , accl ai med as a nenber of the seventh generation of the fam |y of
Mahsuri, the | egendary wonman of Pul au Langkaw .

She was invited by the Kangar Minicipal Council to joinin the
procession in a jeep.

The Regent of Perlis Tuanku Syed Fai zuddi n Syed Sirajuddin Putra
Jamal ul l ail and t he Raj a Puan Muda, Tuanku Lail atul Shahreen Khalil Akashah
were al so present. Mre than 25, 000 peopl e from120 conti ngents took part
in the procession.

I n KLUANG Johor, Menteri Besar Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hnan addressing the
Nati onal Day parade said col |l aboration, noderation and the spirit of
tol erance shoul d continue to be nurtured anong t he young generati on.

"Promoting racial integration based on loyalty and patriotismw |l help
create a united Ml aysian nation," he said.

Earlier Abdul Ghani and ot her Johor dignitaries watched the parade and
procession in which 120 contingents took part.

In I POH, the National Day procession was held in front of the Dewan
Bandar an | poh i n whi ch nore than 15, 000 peopl e from101 contingents
representing government departnents and the private sector took part.

The Raj a Muda of Perak, Raja Nazrin Shah, Raja D Hilir, Raja Jaafar
Raj a Muda Musa and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali were anong
the dignitaries present.

Suhai mi M or and Nuruzai da Zabri recited a poementitled Kerananu
Mal aysi a.

In ALOR SETAR, the Raja Muda of Kedah and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain attend the state | evel National Day cel ebrations at the
Dat ar an Tunku.

Sone 5, 000 peopl e braved the rain to watch the National Day procession
in which 4,620 people took part with full enthusiasm

The Kedah State Assenbly contingent in which governnment and opposition
menbers mar ched si de by side drew appl ause fromthe crowd.

I n LANGKAW , various cultural events were held to mark National Day and
the cel ebrations will be highlighted with a parade and processi on on
Monday.

I n KUDAT, Sabah, 72 contingents fromgovernnent agenci es and the
private sector took part inthe state | evel Nati onal Day procession through
the town.

Some 10, 000 peopl e wat ched t he processi on whi ch ended at t he Kudah
Sports Conpl ex.

Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Haji Sakaran bin Dandai, his consort Toh
Puan Haj ah Siti Rukai yah Pangli ma Abdul | ah, Chi ef M nister Dat uk Chong Kah
Kiat and his wife Datin Ivy Chong and State Cabi net M nisters were present.

A carnival atmosphere filled this snmall coastal town facing the Sulu
Sea in the northern tip of Sabah, as thousands of people fromother parts
of the state gathered for the National Day cel ebrations.

In KUCHI NG the National Day gathering in which 75 contingents took
part was hel d at the Stadi umPerpaduan, an i ndoor stadi um because of the
haze probl em

The National Day cel ebrations were originally scheduled to be held in
Sarikei in the Sarawak m dwest but had to be noved to the indoor stadiumin
Kuchi ng because of haze.



Sar awak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abang Muhanmad Sal ahuddi n and state
mnisters were present.

I n KUANTAN, nore than 30,000 people took part in the Pahang |evel
Nati onal Day cel ebrations at Kuantan Munci pal Council Padang 1.

The Tengku Mahkot a of Pahang, Tengku Abdul | ah, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Adnan Yaakob and ot her dignitaries were present.

I n MELAKA, nore than 10, 000 people from 111 contingents took part in a
2. 6KM 1 ong processi on whi ch began in front of the National | ndependence
Menori al at Bandar Hilir and passed t hrough Jal an Kota, Jal an Gereja, Jal an
Bendahar a, Jal an Bunga Raya, Jal an Hang Tuah and ended at St adi umHang
Tuah.

I n KOTA BAHARU, sone 4, 000 people took part in a National Day parade
and procession at the Stadi umSultan Mohaned | V.

Kel ant an Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Hali mAbdul Rahman took the
salute froma special dais as the contingents narched past.

The 3. 5KM processi on passed t hrough Kota Baharu's nain streets.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, t he Sultan of Terengganu, M zan Zai nal Abidin and
Per mai suri Nur Zahirah attended t he Nati onal Day cel ebrations at Pantai
Bat u Bur uk.

On arrival they were received by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi
Awang.

The 3KM Nati onal Day processi on began at StadiumSultan |snail
Nasi ruddi n Shah and ended at Pantai Batu Buruk.

There was al so a procession of police, mlitary and Fire Brigade
vehicles as well as cars and scooters fromthe Terengganu Vol kswagen C ub,
Terengganu M ni Cars C ub, Terengganu Mt or C ub and Ter engganu Vespa C ub.

Earlier at the StadiumSultan | snmai|l Nasiruddi n Shah, Abdul Hadi
shouted "~ Merdeka' thrice.
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