24/ 08/ 2002
Sepang braces for best-ever 12-hour Merdeka Endurance

Arnaz M Khai rul

OVER 200 gruelling laps round the Sepang Circuit awaits racers on Aug 31
and preparations are going at a feverish pace with sone |ast mnute drama
adding spice to the script of this year's Merdeka M1 eni um Endurance Race
(MVE) .

It's alnost certain to the best edition thus far considering the
exci tement and added bonuses awaiting notorsports fans at the Merdeka
Mot orsports Carnival, of which the MVE is the main event.

There was a high profile withdrawal yesterday in the form of Datuk
Mokhzani Mahat hir whose Porsche GI3 could not be prepared in tinme for the
race which is just a week away.

As such, his teammates Tommy Lee and Aminuddin Orar will drive al ongside
Tengku Hanmamin a simlar car, but it remains to be seen if Mkhzani, son
of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, nakes a |ast mnute
entry for the race.

Proton Pert |aunched their MVE team at a restaurant in Subang Jaya | ast
night and the line-up | ooks inpressive with former Merdeka 300km Race
wi nners Keifli O hman and Sharji han Ghouse anong the notable entries.

"I"mhoping for a better result this year after not finishing the race
in a Satria GIi |ast year. The team and car | ook good and |I'm | ooki ng
forward to the race,"” said Sharjihan, 28, who partners Faidzil Al ang and
Fai zal Hakim in the MVE

Keifli will partner Ml aysian Super Series hotshots Eric Yeo and Ji my
Low in the first Pert Waja, which is equipped with a Mtsubishi Evolution
6 engi ne.

Conpetitors have anot her chance for night testing tonight and the Sepang
track is expected to be packed with MVE hopefuls wishing to fine-tune
their vehicles.

The circuit is open for night testing from38.0pmto m dnight tonight.
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