22 JUN 2002
Umo- Ham d (W ndUp)
DR ABDUL HAM D REGARDS DR M MOST PI QUS MAN | N M SI A

KUALA LUWMPUR, June 22 (Bernana) -- Religious Adviser to the Prine
M nister, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Ham d O hman, today praised Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, saying he regarded the Prime M nister as the npbst pious
man i n Mal aysia for providing the best services to the people.

According to the Al Quran, a pious man i s a person who protects the
interests on earth and the word "sol eh” in Arabic nmeans "a man who is
useful to others.™

"Today, if we are to | ook for the nobst pious man in Malaysia is the
Honour abl e Prime M ni ster who finds ways here and there to provide the best
services to the people," he said when wi ndi ng up the debate on the notion
of religion/social at the 56th Umo General Assenbly which ends today.

Dr Abdul Hanmid said Dr Mahathir had made i mense contributions in
various fields for the people's well-being, including devel opi ng
I nformati on Technol ogy (1 T), a very i nportant conmponent in the current
gl obal i sati on era.

He said the interpretation of pious cannot be narrowed to only those
who al ways prayed i n nobsques.

"To those who serve the people and without them the people will be in
difficulty, are the nost pious people.

"To us (referring to the del egates), the people who are in-charge of
power supply, are the pious peopl e because for the three days we are here,
wi t hout them this assenbly cannot be held, tal k al so cannot, the audi ence
cannot hear," he said.

Dr Abdul Hanmid said the government and Umo woul d explain to the people
who are the pious people so they woul d not be m sl ed by groups out to
weaken Muslims.

These groups gave priority to entering heaven and abandoni ng worl dly
pursuits, he said.

Dr Abdul Ham d, who is al so a suprene council nenber, said Umo woul d
step up efforts to honour |Islamand Mal aysia as an Islanic nation
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