22 APR 2002
Chan- C an
SARAWAK' S CHAN CLAN SEEKI NG MORE MEMBERS

KUCHI NG, April 22 (Bernama) - The Chan C an Associ ati on of Sarawak
want s nore young peopl e bearing t he surnane Chan to becone nenbers with a
view t o maki ng the body stronger.

Making the call, its secretary Chan Chiaw Yamsaid the majority of its
480 nenbers at present was above 45 and only a fracti on was bel ow 35.

"We really need the participation of young nenbers of the clan to
enrich the association with newideas and activities," he told Bernama in
an interview.

He hoped young peopl e woul d emul ate their forefathers who joined the
association to stand united as a strong clan and contribute to the greater
unity of the nation.

The associ ation was founded in 1950 by Chan Joo Leong and Chan Chi ok
Soon, father of |ocal prom nent busi nessnman and politician Chan Ki an Hoe.

The association's Chairman i s Chan Seng Hai who i s al so the Managi ng
Director of the Sarawak Transport Conpany (STC) and has its headquarters in
Jal an Ang Cheng Ho here.

Chan al so said the association was very happy with the assurance gi ven
by the Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad, that the governnent
woul d not gradual |y abol i sh Chi nese schools in the country.

"Over the years we believe that the Chi nese schools had contri buted
much to the country in terns of human resources and have al so t aught
children howto live in a nulti-racial country |ike Ml aysia," he said.

According to him Dr Mihathir gave the assurance on March 11 when he
met editors of Chi nese newspapers i ncludi ng those fromSabah and Sarawak in
Putraj aya.
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