08/ 11/ 2002
PM Anger, hatred will increase aninosity

Ram an Sai d

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today said there will
be growi ng confrontati on between Mislins and the West as both sides "play
up their anger and hatred to the maxi muni.

The Prime Mnister said the world is not going to be "very calnt as a
result of this aninosity.

He said the Sept 11, 2001 attacks on New York and Washi ngton, which
created much anger in the US, and the resultant ways the world handl ed the
terrorismthreat had wi dened the gulf between Muslins and the West.

"Both sides are going to play up their anger to the maxinum So we are
going to see a world which is not going to be very calm"™ he told
reporters after launching Proton's two new car nodels at Dataran Putra.

Dr Mahathir made the conments when asked whet her President George W
Bush woul d be enbol dened by the US congressional election results -
Republ i cans took control of the Senate and held onto the House of
Representatives - in continuing with his policies.

VWi | e acknowl edging that the results were a vote of confidence of Bush's
policies, Dr Mahathir pointed out that Islamc parties were al so becom ng
nore popul ar, an apparent reference to recent elections in Islamc
countries |like Turkey and Paki stan

"So there is going to be increasing confrontation," he said reiterating
that terrorismcould not be resolved with force and addi ng that Al -Qaeda
| eader Osanma bin Laden had succeeded beyond his dreans in creating a world
of fear.

"He has nmade the whole world frightened, now people are frightened to do
anyt hi ng. And why has he succeeded? Because we are angry, we do not know
how to manage these things, and we fall into his trap.”

On reports that the Government wanted to further reduce the nunber of
banki ng groups, Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, said the
Government was not too rigid about it.

He said initially the plans called for six banks but 10 groups were
al l owed foll owi ng appeal s.

On Myanmar returning to denocratic rule, he said the ruling mlitary
junta had to be given some tinme to work things out.
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