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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
sai d KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
today said the Election Comrission's redelineation exercise is fair as it
is based on the distribution of the popul ation

He said the conmmission had to create nore seats in sone areas because of
the increase of population in sone States.

Dr Mahathir refuted Opposition clains that the Barisan Nasional had had
a hand in the exercise, which they say favours the ruling coalition

"That's not the case. The conmi ssion carried out the exercise according
to the population in the respective constituencies ... let Pas say what
they want," he said after giving away prizes to the wi nners of the
Centenary International Horse Show 2002 at the Sel angor Polo and Ridi ng
d ub.

The Prime Mnister said Kelantan and Terengganu had fewer or no extra
seats because "many voters in these States ran away to other States
because they did not like Iiving under Pas rule".

Dr Mahathir also said the exercise was required to ensure that voters
cast their votes in constituencies where they reside.

"W realised that Pas had been bringing in voters fromother areas to
win elections in certain constituencies. During the Anak Bukit State by-
el ection (last nonth), Pas took 2,000 voters frommy constituency (Kubang
Pasu) to vote in Anak Bukit," said Dr Mhathir.

Pas candi date Am ruddi n Hanzah def eated Bari san Nasi onal candi date Dat uk
Zakaria Said in that by-election.

The redelineation exercise was criticised by the Qpposition after it was
put on display on Thursday.

Reacting to the criticism the El ection Comm ssion warned parties that
it would bring themto court if they failed to substantiate their
al | egati ons.

Conmi ssi on chai rman Dat uk Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman had said the
conmi ssi on wel comed constructive criticismfromthe public but not
unf ounded al | egati ons which stood to ruin the credibility of the
i ndependent body.

Under the conmi ssion's reconmendations, there will be 25 additiona
parlianmentary seats and 59 State seats.

The new el ectoral boundaries will be officially gazetted when the
recomendati ons are endorsed by Parlianent and State Assenblies and
recei ve the Royal Assent.

On the promotion of horse-riding activities in the country, Dr Mhathir
said many things were being done to popul arise the sport.

"We recently found a jungle track which was used | ong ago to cross from
Pahang to Sel angor.

"We are planning to use it to pronote the sport.”

On another matter, Dr Mahathir said he would decide |ater on the
ext ensi on of Datuk Janaluddin Jarjis' termas chairman of Tenaga Nasi onal

Jamal uddin's termas TNB chairman expires on Aug 31 and there are
runours that he may be nade a Cabinet Mnister, on which Dr Mahathir
declined to conment.

"Aug 31 is still along way to go. | will decide later,"” he said
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