18/ 12/ 2002
Ref er grouses to BN council, says PM

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Barisan Nasional component menbers who are unhappy
with MCA's decision to suspend the two Penang State Assenbl ynen shoul d
refer the matter to the coalition's suprene council for further

del i beration, BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad sai d today.

"It's not just ny opinion that counts; the opinion of all the conponent
menbers is vital and nust be considered.

"Umo itself will discuss this matter. | do not know if other conponent
menbers are satisfied or not, and if there is any dissatisfaction, then we
shoul d have a BN suprene council neeting,” Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo
presi dent, said when asked for his opinion on the "indefinite suspension”
deci si on.

He was speaking at a Press conference at the Royal Malaysian Air Force
base in Subang on his return froman official visit to Japan.

When told that Cerakan had voiced its dissatisfaction with the deci sion,
he said Gerakan should refer its argunment to the BN suprene council.

Asked if the MCA decision was vague, since it had no inplications on the
two State Assenblynmen's status quo, he said he had not studied the matter
yet.

"But | don't think they represent MCA anynore. W cannot ask themto
resign.

"They have been suspended from MCA, so it is nowup to the duo ....
whet her they want to resign or be independent representatives, or they
could even join the Qpposition,"” he said.

Asked if BN could force MCA to sack the duo, he said the only way to do
so was by sacking MCA fromthe coalition.

"And that would be a very serious nove which nmust be wei ghed fromall
angl es," he added.

The Governnent jet carrying Dr Mahathir and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mbhd Ali touched down at the RMAF base at 10. 30pm

Present to receive the First Couple were Defence M nister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Abdul Razak, Second Finance M nister Datuk Dr Jamal udin Jarjis,

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent Mnister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man and Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sanmsudi n Gsman.
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