10 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r- Extrem sm
REFRAI N FROM | NCI TI NG RACI AL SENTI MENT, SAYS PM

TANJUNG MALIM Aug 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad today rem nded racial extremsts to refrain fromraising
raci al issues over the nove to use English in the teaching of science and
mat hemati cs i n school s.

He said that the governnment woul d take action against those involved if
their actions could |l ead to di sharnony.

"In Malaysia, if anyone were to incite racial sentinment to the extent
of creating disharnony, action will be taken before it happens,” he told a
medi a conference during his visit to the Universiti Pendidi kan Sultan Idris
(UPSI) here.

Dr Mahathir, who was asked to conment on the attitude of certain groups
who were opposed to the move to use English in the teaching of the two
subj ects, said that the extrem st groups do not have strong influence but
they had used the press to incite others.

Dr Mahathir said that the extrem st groups not only opposed the nove to
use English but also do not wish to see Mal ay and Chi nese children nixing
t oget her.

He said that these groups had al so opposed the proposal to set up
Vi si on School s.

"They're playing with fire...we're all aware that the | aw of our
country does not allow the government to change Chi nese schools to nationa
school s but they injected fear anbng the Chinese...this is dangerous," he
sai d.

The prime minister stressed that the country's | aw does not allow any
parties including the press to raise racial issues.

"The allegation isn't true...if it's true thanit's all right (but)
it's not true altogether.

"We've no intention of changi ng Chi nese schools to national schools
because the | aw does not allow the government (to do so)," he said.

Dr Mahathir regretted that the parties concerned were still raising the
i ssue even though the rel evant | aw had been anended fol |l owi ng pressure
exerted by them

Asked whet her there was now reason to take action agai nst these
extrem st groups, he said that it was up to the | aw enforcenent
aut horities.

"If they found that it has reached a dangerous level, they will take
action,"” he said.

He was also leaving it to the | aw enforcenent authorities to whether or
not take action agai nst the newspapers which were al so raising raci al
i ssues.

The prime minister said that the proposal to use English in the
teachi ng of mathenatics and sci ence woul d be i npl enented as schedul ed.

Earlier, in addressing students of the UPSI, Dr Mahathir called on them
to place inportance on the mastery of English to enable themto acquire
know edge i n nodern subjects.

This was essential to develop the strength of the race because peopl e
who | ack know edge woul d be underni ned by those who had a strong command of
t he various subjects, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the government deci ded on the use of English in
the teaching of mathematics and science to enable the people in the country
to acquire know edge in the various fields.



He al so called on educators to stress on the character devel opnent of
the students to produce a future generation which could contribute to the
nation's devel opment.

The prime mnister said that undergraduates should also nix in canpus
to ensure continuous racial harnony in future.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent was prepared to spend sone RML. 7

billion to develop UPSI's new canpus as it felt responsible for the future
of the nation.
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