11 MAY 2002

RELI G OQUS ELEMENTS SHOULD HELP CREATE AWARENESS ON DANGER COF HI V/ Al DS

KUALA LUVPUR, May 11 (Bernama) -- Religious elenents should help create
awar eness on the danger of HV and AIDS in efforts to tackle the probl em
said Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai nal
Abi di n t oday.

He said there seemed to be a | ack of awareness anong Ml aysi ans on the
deadl y di sease.

"Rel i gious el enents should play the role of naking the general public
awar e of the danger of HHIV/AIDS," he told reporters after officiating the
si xth biennial neeting of the Ml aysian Al DS Council here.

He said it was inmportant also for non-governmental organi sations (NGOs)
to work together with the governnment in conbating the disease.

Presi dent of the council, Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir meanwhil e said
t he nunber of people infected with H V/ Al DS had reached 45,000 conpared to
about 6,000 when the council was set up in 1992.

This could have a serious negative inpact on society if Ml aysians were
not responsive to the problem she said.

"W need to find new and nore creative ideas to educate society and
elimnate the stigma and di scrimnation against H V/ AIDS patients," she
sai d.
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