30 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Message
RENEW RESOLVE TO UPHOLD MALAYSI A' S FREEDOM MALAYSI ANS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today called on Mal aysians to renew their resolve to uphold the
nation's freedom to forge ahead and to contribute in ensuring its peace,
prosperity and resilience, in celebrating the 45th National Day tonorrow

He said that National Day cel ebrated every year was actually for
Mal aysi ans to rem nd thensel ves and appreciate the fact that they were
fortunate to be free and i ndependent and capabl e of ruling and devel opi ng
their own country.

"It's true that we're not safe just because we have achieved
i ndependence. The danger of colonization still threatens us. If we're not
careful, if we fail to appreciate our independence, if we were to all ow
ourselves to be instigated that we are prepared to toppl e our governnent,
then we shouldn't regret if we were recol oni zed.

"The price of freedomis eternal vigilance," Dr Mahathir said in his
Nati onal Day message aired over radi o and tel evision.

Dr Mahathir said that many countries had achi eved i ndependence |i ke
Mal aysi a but were no | onger free because the running of such countries and
their policies were determ ned by foreign powers and their rulers were nere
puppet s.

The prime minister said that the significance of independence was bei ng
| ess understood by many people in the country as they were born after
i ndependence and never experienced being colonized and their dignity
under i ned.

He said that Ml aysians should be proud of the nation's independence,
not out of arrogance, but to ensure their security and well -being.

"We strive for independence because we know better the problens faced
by the country and we are nore sensitive and nore responsible in resolving
our problems. Qutsiders are not |ikely to understand the conpl ex problens
faced by our multiracial country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysi ans had proven their capability to rule
and devel op, maintain peace and security and overcone chal |l enges faced by
the country on its own w thout outside assistance.

To preserve the nation's security and prosperity, he said, the people
of various races and religions in the country should be prepared to nake a
little personal sacrifice to enhance racial harnmony which was fundament al
to the country's peace and security.

"W need to make just a little sacrifice. We're not likely to | ose our
racial identity. We'll remain Chinese, Indian, Mlay, Kadazan, |ban and
others. But we'll also becone nore Mal aysi an, nmaking us different fromthe
conmunities in our countries of origin," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that deliberate racial segregation |ike in schools,
uni versities and private higher learning institutions resulted in students
i solating thenmsel ves and not exposed to the custons and tradition, taboo
and cul ture of the other races.

He said that nmeasures to pronote togetherness anbng prinmary schoo
students by locating national, Chinese and Tani| schools within a canpus
had been objected to by extrem st groups while the proposal to use English
for the mastery of science and nat hemati cs had been condemmed on the
grounds that its inplenmentati on woul d underm ne the inportance of the
nmot her tongue of the Mal ays, Chinese and |ndians.

Stressing that the intention of the government was only to equip the



peopl e of the various races in the country in the fields of science and
mat hematics to enable themto conpete with others in the world, he said
that the issue should not be politicised for purposes of narrow raci al
agenda.

"If we were to play up mnor issues, if we were to wongly interpret
the governnment's policies and actions deliberately, if we were to
politicise everything for small gains, then we cannot hope to continue to
enj oy the peace and prosperity we have up to now, " he said.

Recal ling the country's experience in facing the 1997-1998 econom ¢
crisis and its success in overcoming it, Dr Mahathir said that after four
years, the country's econony had been restored and perform ng better than
the countries which had accepted the formula and | oans of the Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF), by inplenmenting its own formul a.

He said that due to this success, Malaysia continue to be free to speak
out, adopt its own stand, rerain non-aligned, and capabl e of resisting
external attacks.

"Qurs is true i ndependence unli ke others where the country's policies
are determ ned by outsiders," he said.

Sayi ng that such experience had pronpted the country to be very
cautious in terns of globalization promoted by foreign powers, the prine
m ni ster said that Ml aysia was not totally against gl obalization but there
shoul d be conditions in foreign participation and they should not have a
free rein in the country.

He said that if the participation of foreign power in the country's
econom ¢ activities was not curtailed, they would be in control of the
econony and would invite interference in the determ nation of the country's
| eadership and all donestic and foreign policies.

"Then, we'll no | onger be free. Then, we woul d have been col oni zed," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that he was not instilling fear in the people into
giving their support to the government but it was a reality because the big
powers still have intention to dom nate countries that were weak, countries

where the people were different ethnically fromthem and countries rich in
nat ural resources that could be exploited by them

The prime mnister said that Mal aysi ans were fortunate because policies
and neasures towards greater success had been | aid.

He said that due to efforts and cooperati on between the people and the
governnent, towns had devel oped rapidly, with nodern facilities while in
the rural areas, nmuch progress had al so been achi eved.

Calling on the people to cone out and cel ebrate the anniversary of the
country's independence and to pray for the safety and success of al
Mal aysi ans, he said that the country's independence nust be cheri shed,
appreci ated and preserved.

"Let's not create problens and issues that could destroy what we have
built. Let's not jeopardise our future and that of the future generation
with obsession and fanati smover natters which are actually insignificant
conpared with what we have al ready achi eved, what we have enjoyed in our
bel oved country," he said.
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