24 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - MTUC
RESCLVE LEADERSH P TUSSLE, AVA D PONER STRUGGLE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) | eaders should resolve their |eadership tussle and avoid a power
struggle, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

Advi sing the MIUC | eadership to solve their problens am cably, the
Prime Mnister said that it was inportant as the | eadership crisis m ght
affect its nenbers

"I think it is for the MTUC to solve their problens and there shoul dn't
be any power struggle. It may affect the nenbers (of the congress)," he
told reporters after |aunching Technol ogy Park Mal aysia's first
made- i n- Mal aysi a conput er nunerical control (CNC) machi ne, the Master CNC
10HVA, here.

He was asked to comment on the MIUC crisis foll owi ng the decision of
its president, Senator Zainal Ranpak, to conplete his termand di shonour
the pact pertaining to its | eadershi p successi on.

Zainal 's decision not to hand over the | eadership to his deputy,
Mohamad Shafie B.P. Manmal, as agreed under a nenorandum of understandi ng
signed by the unionists in February, has plunged the MTUC into a | eadership
crisis.

Several of the 230 affiliates have conme out openly to criticize and ask
Zainal to honour his word to prevent the nation's |argest |abour body from
losing its credibility and respectability.

Asked to comment on the pact signed by the two unionists and Zainal's
action in dishonouring the pact, Dr Mahathir said that he had no view on
the matter.

"But as far as I'mconcerned, when | say I'mgoing to step down in
COct ober, you can take nmy word that |I'mgoing to step down. What's the
peopl e's view, does not nmatter," he said.

Asked whether he has any plan to neet the two unionists if the
| eadership crisis were to prolong, the Prine Mnister said: "No, | don't
think so. I think the MIUC can resolve (the problen) by thenselves."

On whether the issue involved the integrity of an individual, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I'mnot naking any comment."”

Asked on the nove by Singapore which was reported to have bl ocked the
entry of foodstuffs from Mal aysia, citing various reasons including poor
quality, Dr Mahathir said that such allegations should be investigated.

"If it's true, then it's a formof discrinnation agai nst us, we have
the right to conplain but if our product is of poor quality, there's a
basis for their allegation, we cannot conplain," he said, adding that
Mal aysi an producers had to ensure that their products neet world standard.

Fama Director-Ceneral Datuk Wan | brahi m WVan Daud was reported to have
said today that Mal aysia was losing its status as the biggest exporter of
foodstuffs to Singapore follow ng the nmove by the republic to come up with
various reasons for blocking the entry of foodstuffs fromacross the
Causeway.

The Prime M nister, who was al so asked whet her the governnment woul d
regul ate the collection of zakat (tithes) followi ng a recent incident of
al | eged unl awful collection of zakat, said that the public should pay their
zakat at designated centres.

Asked to coment on the inminent attack by the United States on Iraq,
Dr Mahathir said: "Well, looks |like there's going to be war but | hope and
pray that there won't be any."
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