05/ 07/ 2002

Respect PM s w shes as sincere gesture, says Sabah Ummo

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Malaysians in general and Umo nenbers in
particul ar should respect Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s expl anati on
yesterday on his decision to resign as Prine Mnister and Umo president.

Sabah Umo |iaison committee chairman Datuk Musa Aman said Dr Mahathir
had al so naned Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi as his successor and
therefore there should be no doubt in the mnds of the people who wll
t ake over after October next year.

"Ml aysi ans in general and Umo nmenbers in particular should be happy
with Dr Mahathir's clarification and ignore specul ati on over the
| eadership transition issue.

"This is a sincere gesture on his part to do what is right for Ml aysia
and the people. It is sonmething that Ml aysia can proudly hold up for the
world to see, that we are a nation in which the people and | eaders think
as one and act as one in matters of national inportance,” Misa said in a
st at ement today.

Dr Mahathir yesterday said he would resign after the O ganisation of
I sl am ¢ Conference (A C) neeting.
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