13 SEP 2002

RESPECT DR MAHATHI RS DECI SI ON, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 13 (Bernanma) -- Al Umo nenmbers shoul d respect
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s deci sion not to contest in the next
general election, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said
t oday.

He said the prinme mnister nust have given a | ot of thought to the
matt er before naking a deci sion.

"We have to respect the prine mnister inthis matter al though we want
himto continue to | ead the nation and party,” said Najib, who is Defence
M ni ster.

He was speaking to reporters after nmeeting Philippine Defence Secretary
Angel o Reyes who is on a four-day visit to Mal aysi a.

He was asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's announcenent today that he
woul d not be contesting in the next general election.

Meanwhi | e, in KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Chi ef M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
al so sai d that everyone shoul d respect Dr Mahat hir's deci si on when asked
for comrent after presenting prizes to winners of the Optinmist sailing
event of the Ml aysia Ganes (Suknm).
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