31 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - Message
RESPECT OTHER RACES' RI GHTS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 31 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad t oday
cal l ed on Mal aysi ans to continue to preserve the cul ture of understandi ng
and respecting the rights of other races to further enhance racia
t ol erance.

The prime mnister said that with such practice the country would
continue to be peaceful and the people would Iive in confort and security.

"The country can also be run efficiently and many devel oprent
programmes for the people can be i npl enmented effectively," hesaidinhis
nessage for Gawai Day tonorrow.

He sai d Mal aysi a was progressive and prosperous and respected by the
rest of the world because of the governnment's success in devel oping the
peopl e and country with efficiency and vision.

"As a nultiracial country, we cannot afford to be disunited because the
strengt h of our peopl e and country depends on every i ndividual," he said.

He said the peopl e should take advantage of the two-day Gawai
celebration to visit their friends and hol d open house to enhance
under st andi ng and pronote brotherly ties.

He said Gawai Day, whi ch was cel ebrated by the Dayaks to nark the start
of the harvesting season, was recogni sed by the Sarawak governnent as an
official ethnic celebration

"Such cel ebrations clearly showthat the multiracial people have a
pl ace i n our country al though their nunber may be small and they nay be a
mnority," he said.

Every race had an equal say and their rights were portected just |ike
those of the majority, he added.

Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohamed Ali, al so
sent greetings to the people of Sabah who cel ebrated t he Keamat an or
Harvest Festival today.

In his nmessage, the prinme mnister said Mal aysi ans shoul d be gratefu
that they lived i n peace and harnony and were free to practi se their own
religions and custons.

He sai d the peopl e of various races, religions and custons had enriched
the nation with their cultures and this had hel ped to pronote tol erance and
respect for each other.

He said they should play a rol e as responsi bl e Mal aysi ans by
mai nt ai ni ng harnmony and unity and keepi ng raci al prejudice at bay.
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