09 MAY 2002
MOGGE E- TARI FF
REVI EW ON FI XED LI NE TELEPHONE TARI FFS LI KELY, SAYS MOGG E

CYBERJAYA, May 9 (Bernamm) -- The fixed line tel ephone tariffs will be
reviewed if the call rate pattern does not show reduction in cost for |ong
di stance and i nternational, Energy, Conmunications and Mul ti media m nister,
Dat uk Amar Leo Mbggi e sai d today.

The ministry he said was awaiting records from Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd on
the actual sanples of call rate pattern since the inplenentation of the new
tariffs in March and the conpany was to submit the figures by next nonth.

"If it's not |ike what we thought before, we can find a way to request
themto revi ew but based on what we thought previously, the the bill should
go down ot her than the few who make just purely local calls,"” he told
reporters after launching the Cty Broadband Internet access services here.

The wirel ess broadband service is believed to be the world's first
commercial wireless service using prepaid card system

The minister, who was asked to comrent on calls to | ower the tel ephone
rates, said when the governnment allowed the fixed line rates to be
re-adjusted in March, the objective was to ensure that there woul d be
i ncreasi ng downward trend on the cost of |ong di stance and internationa
and to achieve that the subsidy conponent on the | ocal sector was reduced.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad hinsel f had on May 3
urged Tel ekom Mal aysia to |ower the rates so that nore people could use
tel ecomuni cation facilities.

Under the new rates, international call charges have been cut by 7.0 to
67 percent while national call charges nmade beyond 25km di st ance were
sl ashed between 23 and 54 percent. However the tariff for local calls was
increased by 1.0 sen from3.0 sen per minute.

Tel ekom Mal aysi a enjoys nore than 90 percent of Malaysia's fixed |ine
mar ket .

Moggi e said pending the figures from Tel ekom Mal aysi a, the governnment
was urgi ng tel ecommuni cati on conpani es especially the operators of |eased
line to offer nore conpetitive rates for the benefit of customers.

"Now t hat you have optic cable being installed, quite extensive network
of optic cable throughout the country, the chances are that size cable
carry so many channel signals and the cost of technology is going to go
down.

"So this is what we are also | ooking at for conpanies to keep on
reviewi ng and transmtting the advantage of inproved technology to the
consumrers, " he said.

On the launch of the broadband facility in Cyberjaya, Myggi e coomended
Setia Haruman Technol ogy City Broadband for taking the initiative and he
attributed it to the decision made by the governnent |ast year to open up
the operation of the infrastructure service network facilities to al
operators.

Previ ously, Tel ekom Mal aysi a nmonopol i sed the operation of the
infrastructure network within the Miultimedi a Super Corridor (MSC) including
Cyberj aya.

The nminister also called on Mal aysians to i nprove the | ocal content on
the internet with attractive format including online television as provided
by other countries, especially nowthat the network infrastructure was
al ready in place.

City Broadband is a dedi cated broadband i nternet access service from
Setia Haruman Technol ogy Sdn Bhd, the IT armof Setia Haruman Sdn Bhd,



mast er devel oper of Cyberjaya Fl agshi p Zone Townshi p.

It is now available to all businesses and houses in Cyberjaya,
providing internet connection at speed up to 50 tinmes faster than
traditional dial-up services provided by the other internet service
provi ders (I SPs).

The wirel ess broadband service is based on the highly popular 802.11b
standard, known as WFi, which has the transm ssion capacity of up to
11Mops. -- BERNAMA
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