02 NOv 2002
Mahat hi r - Peopl e
PM REM NDS THE PEOPLE NOT TO SACRI FI CE | NDEPENDENCE

BUKIT MERTAJAM Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday rem nded the people to unite to draw up and
determ ne the country's future

He said it was the responsibility of the rakyat and all |eaders to
deternine the country's future so that the next generation coul d benefit
fromthe devel opment carried out.

Speaki ng at the "Leader Wth the Peopl e" gathering at the Mktab
Per guruan Tuanku Bai nun ground here today, he said even if there were
conflicts, the peopl e shoul d not neglect their responsibility in buildinga
devel oped nati on.

He said t he peopl e shoul d not put the country's independence at stake
just because of minor conflicts because it was the responsibility of the
peopl e as a whol e to preserve i ndependence.

"Don't act in a manner that could destroy the country's future just
because of m nor disputes as such irresponsible acts could cost the
country's independence," he said.

The Prine Mnister said that in the era of globalisation, foreign
powers were attenpting to recolonise the country and if this was allowed to
happen, it woul d take nore than 400 years to recover.

"We had been col oni sed for 450 years before we attai ned i ndependence
and if we allowthe country to be col oni sed agai n, we may possi bly have to
wait for nore than 450 years to gai n i ndependence again," he said.

He said what was inportant was the effort to provide the next
generation with a prosperous nation so that they woul d not be di sappoi nt ed
with the | eaders before their tine

He sai d t he governnment al ways strived to reduce the gap between the
races and ensured that the Mal ays coul d prosper together with the other
races in the country.

"Mal aysia will emerge as a devel oped nation with a progressive
community wi thout differentiatingthe advantages of any et hni ¢ comuni ty,
infact, the people of all races nmust work toget her, enjoy together and
live confortably together," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that was al so the reason why the governnent decided to
i ntroduce English I anguage i n the teachi ng of sci ence and mat hemati cs
because the Mal ays nmust be able to naster both subjects.

He said the Mal ays were weak in science and mat henati cs and t hey shoul d
be exposed to the two subjects through a good conmand of English as
hundr eds of books and journal s were produced daily on these subj ects by
western countries

He said the claimthat the governnent was brushi ng asi de the Ml ay
| anguage did not arise because the Mal ays woul d not | ose their identity
just because they were smart and coul d master the English | anguage wel | .

Dr Mahathir al so said that the government was convi nced that the peopl e
coul d nake a smart decision in choosing a governnent that could bring
devel oprment to the country and the next generation

At the function attended by nore than 20, 000 people, the Prime M nister
reiterated that he would stick to his decisiontoretire in Cctober next
year and woul d hand over his post to his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .

He sai d Abdul | ah was the nmpst suitabl e candi date to take over the Prine
M ni ster's post and he was confident that the support given to hi mwould



al so be given to Abdull ah.
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