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Budget - Rur al / BM
RMVR2. 56 BI LLI ON FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernana) -- The governnment has all ocated RM2. 56
billionto provide infrastructure facilities to enhance the standard of
living of the people in rural areas.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said this included
progranmmes to buil d and upgrade maj or roads, village roads and bri dges and
provide basic facilities, such as el ectricity and water supply, health,
educati on and housing as well as tel econmunication facilities to narrowthe
digitial divide.

"For 2003, RM2.56 billion is allocated, representing an i ncrease of 36
per cent as conpared with 2002," Dr Mahathir, who is al so Fi nance M ni ster,
sai d when tabling the 2003 Budget at the Dewan Rakyat today.

He said RM70 m | lion had been set aside for rural roads to conplete
111 continuation projects as well as to i npl enent 289 new proj ects,
covering approximately 673 kil ometres.

For village roads, he said, RVM600 mllion had been allocated to
i mpl ement approxi mately 6, 000 projects covering 6, 000km

In addition, RM30 million had been allocated for repairing nearly
1, 400km of vill age roads, he said.

For electricity supply, Dr Mahathir said RM300 million had been
allocated to i npl enent 720 projects nati onwi de, benefiting 103, 000
househol ds.

Wth regard to rural water supply, RVM250 nillion had been provided to
carry out 700 projects which woul d benefit about 84, 000 househol ds, he
sai d.

In addition, RMLO.3 nillion had been provided under t he BAKAS progranre
for water supply and rural environnental cleanliness, he said.

Wth this, 90 per cent and 80 per cent of rural areas were expected to
enjoy electricity and water supply, respectively, he said.

For health services, RV89.7 million had been allocated for the
construction of 76 rural clinics, including upgradi ng and repairing of
existing facilities, he said.

Several newfacilities would al so be fully operational, including eight
hospitals, 13 health clinics, 60 rural clinics and two training schools for
nurses, he said.

Apart fromproviding infrastructure facilities, Dr Mahathir said the
government woul d i ntroduce the One Village One I ndustry to hel p devel op the
rural conmunity, including farmers and fishernmen, to earn income no | ess
than that of the urban popul ation

Through the plan, small industries, which require between 10 and 100
wor kers, woul d be devel oped, he said.

"Farners and fishernen can earn salaries as well as invest and own
these i ndustries, which will be professionally managed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said a newinitiative is being undertaken in Kedah to
establish well-planned villages with conduci ve environnent and t hese houses
woul d be sold at reasonable prices to the locals to enable themto enjoy a
standard of living simlar to the urban popul ation

He, however, said devel oping | and al a Fel da schenme was no | onger
possi bl e due to certain reasons
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