20 SEP 2002
Budget - Human Resour ce/ BM
RMLOO M LLI ON GRANT FOR TRAI NI NG R&D PERSONNEL

KUALA LUWPUR, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- A Training Grant of RMLOO million
will be establishedinlinewththe governnent's intentionto create nore
skill ed manpower in R&D, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d
t oday.

"This will be channelled to private conpanies for financing the
training of their R& personnel,"” he said when tabling the 2003 Budget in
t he Dewan Rakyat .

He said the governnent woul d conti nue to enphasi se neasures to i ncrease
t he nunber and enhance the quality of skilled manpower to neet market
needs.

"The nation is shifting to a know edge-based econony. To ensure a
snmooth transition, the nation requires nore skilled nanpower," said Dr
Mahat hir, who is al so the Finance Mnister.

For this purpose, RML.62 billionis allocated to the Hunman Resources
M nistry, Youth and Sports M nistry and Ent repreneur Devel opment M nistry
to inmplement various skills training programes, including the provision of
infrastructure facilities and to fi nance managenent expenses.

Dr Mahathir said RM621 million was all ocated to the Human Resources
M nistry to inplenment and nanage 29 I ndustrial Training Institutes and
Skills Training Centres with a capacity of 18,200 trainees.

Apart fromthis, RWM10 million is allocated to the Youth and Sports
Mnistry toinplenment and i nprove the facilities of 25 I nstitut Kemahiran
Bel i a Negara (| KBNs).

The institutes will have the capacity to train 12,600 people with the
conpl etion of ei ght new | KBNs.

The Entrepreneur Devel opment M nistry was all ocated RM355 millionto
establish 33 Institut Kemahiran Mara to train 49,600 trai nees at vari ous
skills levels, he said.
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