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Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

REMBAU, Thurs. - Mal aysians nust anal yse and |l earn fromthe success and
downfall of the various cultures in the world to enable themto be
resilient and garner positive traits.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said Ml aysi ans,
irrespective of their cultural and social background, must also be ready
to discard their negative cultural traits in their pursuit of greater
advancenent .

"I hope we can have a little responsibility towards our race and be
willing to discard negative cultures and accept better ones which could
assist us in our pursuit for progress,” Dr Mihathir said.

He was speaking at a Hari Raya gathering at the National G vics Bureau
spiritual upliftnent canp in Uu Sepri, near here today.

Citing the Mongols, the Russians and the Islamc enpires of the past, Dr
Mahat hir said these are interesting case studi es which could provide great
insides on the role of culture and unity.

He said the Mongols were once nomadi c, fragmented and conprised various
et hnic groups and were weak until Genghis Khan united themw th force.

"CGenghi s Khan managed to turn theminto a united | ot and they becane
stronger. He then further notivated theminto giving their lives for the
Mongol enpire's expansion,”™ Dr Mahathir said.

He said that however, when the Mongol enpire canme under the rule of
Cenghi s Khan's grandson, the enpire crunbled as disunity set in.

Dr Mahathir also cited another inportant exanple of how positive traits
transformed Russia under the rule of Peter the Geat.

He said Peter the Great transforned the Russians froma backward | ot
into a world power.

"The Russi ans becanme a world power that defeated and occupi ed
territories once ruled by the Mongols and that renoved the Turks from
bei ng masters of the Uzbeks, Kazakhs and others,"” Dr Mahathir said.

He said Genghis Khan and Peter the Great were typical of |eaders who
cultivated in their people values different fromthose who only stagnated
their nations in backwardness.

Dr Mahathir also cited the disintegration of the Islamc enpire as an
exanpl e of a downfall due to disunity and orthodox cultural traits.

The Muslinms, he said, were able to rule for 1,300 years over an enpire
fromcapitals in the mddl e east nanely Damascus and Baghdad and anot her
in Istanbul.

However the enpire crunbl ed because of division anong Miuslinms who hung
on to orthodox cul tures.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir delivered a notivational talk to 86 senior
government officers, corporate figures and key individuals taking part in
a four-day resilience-building course at the canp.
firdy@stp.comny
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